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46  students  view  world  via  Exchange,  Wilson  Grants 

MBA  student  reflects 
on  his  big,  red 
adventure  in  Espana 


By  Ryan  Hill 

Features  Editor 

This  summer,  as  one  of  25  MBA 
students  blessed  by  the  newly-endowed 
Wilson  Language  Grants,  I took  the  journey 
of  a lifetime.  Forsaking  a potential  month 
of  comfortable  boredom  here  in  Nashville,  I 
left  this  country  behind  for  a month  in  Spain 
and  pursued  a life-changing  experience. 
While  abroad,  I found  everything  I sought 
and  more. 

The  power  of  a second  language 
is  almost  indescribable.  With  a bit  of  dili- 
gent study  and  a willingness  to  embarrass 
oneself,  a whole  new  world  is  suddenly 
opened.  Millions  of  strangers  become  po- 
tential acquaintances,  friends  or  enemies. 
The  environment  one  has  known  ail  his  life 
loses  its  grip  and  significance  as  it  blends 
into  a newly-exposed  global  picture. 

The  whole  experience  demands 
that  one  rewind  many  years  and  grow  up  all 
over  again,  absorbing  a new  culture  w ith  all 
its  peculiarities,  customs,  dangers,  and  trea- 
sures. For  me,  this  process  began  in  Madrid, 
a four-day  hazing  of  sorts  that  involved,  but 
was  definitely  not  limited  to,  approaching 
strangers,  avoiding  thieves,  shaking  jet  lag, 
and  distancing  myself  as  far  as  possible  fi-om 
the  Nashville  way  of  life. 


My  grasp  on  Spanish  immediately 
left  the  realm  of  the  textbook  and  began  to 
flourish  in  the  country  where  the  language 
was  bom.  Hours  of  hard  work  the  previous 
school  year  finally  began  to  pay  off  in  amaz- 
ing ways  right  before  my  very  eyes.  The  first 
couple  of  weeks  were  trying,  of  course,  but 
by  the  end  of  the  month  I was  aWe  to  com- 
municate with  whomever  1 wanted,  friends 
and  absolute  strangers  alike. 

From  Madrid  I embarked  w ith  my 
group  of  fellow  travelers  on  a train  to  the 
region  of  Galicia,  located  in  the  Northwest 
comer  of  Spain.  1 stayed  for  the  next  two 
and  a half  weeks  with  a family  in  Vilagarcia 
de.Arousa,  a cozy  coastal  city  beautifully 
situated  between  warm  beaches  and  verdant 
mountains.  Meeting  these  people  and  all  of 
a sudden  finding  myself  under  a roof  with 
them  was  an  adventure  in  itself. 

We  had  our  problems  just  like 
every  biological  family  on  the  face  of  this 
planet,  but  the  wonderful  times  outw'eighed 
the  difficult  ones.  They  fed  me  until  I could 
hardly  stand  w ith  rich,  exotic  food,  taking 
me  on  a grand  (and  downright  delicious) 
tour  of  Spanish  cuisine.  We  took  excursions 
together,  visiting  areas  all  over  the  region 
like  the  holy,  historic  city  of  Santiago  and 
even  venturing  into  Portugal  one  afternoon. 
1 became  like  a son  and  brother  to  them, 
forgetting  at  times  that  my  real  family 
was  actually  4(K)0  miles  away  across  the 
ocean. 

One  obvious  highlight  of  my  trip 
was  being  a part  of  the  gigantic,  crazed, 
national  celebration  that  ensued  after  Spain 


■■ 


made  history  in  this  year's 
World  Cup.  After  watching 
the  game  on  a giant  screen 
in  a cleaned-oul  fish  market 
with  a few  thousand  Span- 
iards, I joined  the  euphoria 
in  the  streets,  at  times  hardly 
able  to  move  because  of  the 
overwhelming  multitudes  of 
people  in  every  last  crevice 
of  the  city. 

The  night,  though, 
held  even  more  significance 
for  me  than  that  of  the  monu- 
mental victory  itself  For  the 
first  time.  I found  acceptance 
in  a Spanish  circle  of  friends. 

Initially,  as  an  American  citi- 
zen consequently  victim  to 
many  and  often  accurate  ste- 
reotypes, I was  gently  treated 
as  another  foreign  idiot  who 
has  a whopping  ten-word 
vocabulary  at  best.  Watch- 
ing their  eyes  light  up  on  the 
beach,  though,  a.s  they  real- 
ized that  1 did  in  fact  know 
their  language  and,  moreover, 

was  honestly  attempting  to  overlooks  the  .Spanish  countryside 

use  It  made  overlooking  their  . . . : .u  • . T ^ 

...  j . . during  his  month-long  language  immersion  made 

attitudes  toward  me  moments  ...  . 

. possible  by  the  newlv  endowed  Wilson  Language 

earlier  a breeze. 

Grants.  Photo  courtesty  of  Ryan  Hill. 

I progressed  from  days  spent  know  better  than  folLs  I have  known  back 
mostly  with  my  host  family  to  afternoons  hereforyears.  Nothing  was  more  exhilarat- 
and  evenings  out  with  my  new  Spanish  ing  than  simply  being  able  to  communicate 
friends,  some  of  whom  I eventually  got  to  and  have  meaningful  relationships  with 
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New  junior  school  head  talks  with  The  Bell  Kinder 

Rv  W'at-thiL 


By  Karthik  Sastry 

Ne\i's  Editor 

Starting  this  school  year.  Mrs.  Fran 
Stewart  will  be  the  Director  of  MBA's  Junior 
School.  Mrs.  Stewart  has  spent  over  35  years 
in  education,  most  recently  as  the  principal 
of  East  Literature  Magnet  School  from  2003 
to  2009.  She  has  also  served  as  principal 
of  Meigs  Magnet  School  and  has  taught  at 
West  End  and  J.T.  Moore  Middle  Schools. 
Her  position  at  MBA  will  be  her  first  foray 
into  a private  school  environment,  and  we 
welcome  her  to  the  school.  The  Bell  Ringer 
had  a chance  to  talk  with  Mrs.  Stewart  about 
her  background  and  her  long-term  goals  for 
the  Junior  School. 

Bell  Ringer:  Can  you  tell  us  a little 
bit  about  yourself? 


Mrs.  Stewart:  1 have  been  a neigh- 
bor of  MBA  for  24  years.  This  location 
and  other  community  activities  have  kept 
me  connected  with  the  school.  Cyril  is  my 
husband  of  38  years,  and  we  are  the  parents 
of  David  (28)  and  Sarah  (23).  Nashville  has 
been  my  home  for  more  than  50  years.  Some 
of  the  things  I enjoy  doing  include  knitting, 
hiking,  reading,  and  gardening.  I also  love 
to  travel. 

BR:  What  made  you  take  up  this 
position? 

FS:  First.  1 have  great  respect  for 
MBA.  Also,  my  past  work  with  Mr.  Gioia 
gave  me  a great  appreciation  for  his  lead- 
ership of  and  passion  for  MBA.  Finally, 
after  one  year  of  retirement  I realized  that 


I did  not  feel  finished.  I missed  being  with 
students. 

BR:  How  do  you  interpret  MBA's 
motto,  “Gentleman,  Scholar,  Athlete'7 

FS:  I see  this  as  who  we  are,  the  ideal 
that  guides  everything  we  do. 

BR:  What  unique  experiences  from 
your  previous  schools  will  you  bring  to 
MBA? 

FS:  Meigs  Magnet  has  a program  very  , 
similar  to  the  Junior  School  at  MBA.  Prob- 
ably the  most  unique  experience,  though, 
may  be  my  starting  a varsity  football  pro- 
gram for  a magnet  school  [East  Literature 
Magnet  School]. 


BR:  What  plans  do  you  have  for  the 
Junior  School? 

FS:  I plan  to  work  with  Mr.  Tillman 
to  build  a more  inclusive  program  for  grades 
7-12.  We  are  one  school.  Each  grade  level 
has  special  needs  and  characteristics,  but 
there  arc  many  common  areas.  This  year  the 
Junior  School  will  have  the  same  theme  as 
the  high  school  - R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  We  will 
join  Mr.  Tillman,  and  “Wipe  ‘cr  Down”  in 
the  dining  hall  using  our  own  service  lead- 
ers. The  Junior  School  will  add  a third  area 
of  service  by  joining  with  the  high  school 
in  the  established  projects  where  we  serve. 
Mr.  Tillman  and  I will  work  to  establish  a 
common  language  so  that  the  Junior  School 
will  be  more  than  “over  there,”  as  we  are 
sometimes  referred  to  now. 
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Gun  laws  debate  will  not  cease 


By  Andrew  Powell 

Editor-in-chief 

Guns  are  as  much  a part  of 
American  culture  as  apple  pie  and 
sweet  tea.  While  on  Exchange  in 
Sydney,  Australia.  1 was  inundated 
with  questions  regarding  gun  laws 
in  America.  The  topic  proved 
more  interesting  than  encounters 
with  Miley  Cyrus,  Taylor  Swift,  or 
other  Nashville  celebrities,  as  the 
1 6-  to  1 8-year-old  Australians  were 
shocked  by  the  fact  that  Americans 
can  both  own  a firearm  and  carry  it 
in  public. 

My  response  to  their  prob- 
ing questions  of  “Why  own  a gun?” 
and  “Isn’t  it  scary  that  people  have 
guns?”  tended  to  revolve  around  it 
being  a Constitutional  right.  Be- 
yond that,  I had  not  given  the  topic 
much  thought  - thus  far,  in  my  17 
years  spent  in  Texas  and  Tennessee, 
I have  merely  accepted  guns  as  a 
part  of  life,  whether  in  the  hands 
of  average  citizens,  policemen,  or 
criminals.  Recently,  however,  there 
has  been  fervent  debate  over  the 
effectiveness  of  current  gun  law  s, 
with  adamant  opponents  lobbying 
for  tightening  or  loosening  of  Ten- 
nessee laws. 

Gun  Rights  activists  often 
interpret  their  “Right  to  Bear  Arms” 
as  the  freedom  to  carry  (concealed 
or  openly)  a firearm  in  any  facet  of 
daily  life.  Some  take  this  “right”  to 
a w hole  new  level:  on  August  3rd 
The  Tennessean  featured  an  article 
On  Mr.  Leonard  Embody,  who  has 
twice  caused  a major  stir  with  his 
open-carry  antics. 

Last  December,  Embody 


carried  an  AK-47  into  Radnor  Lake 
State  Park.  He  claimed  he  was  car- 
rying a “large  handgun”  openly  for 
self-defense,  a practice  made  legal  by 
a 2009  law  allowing  “open  carry”  in 
Tennessee  parks.  A park  ranger  de- 
tained him  for  3 hours  but  released  him 
after  determining  his  AK-47  (a  selec- 
tive fire  assault  rifle)  w as  technically  a 
handgun  because  it  had  no  stock  and  a 
barrel  shorter  than  1 1 inches. 

Embody  again  exhibited  his  af- 
finity for  open  cany  earlier  this  year 
'^y  waltzing  past  Belle  Meade  Country 
Club  with  a black-powder  revolver 
in  hand. 

Such  radical  displays,  although 
legal,  can  cause  shock  and  fear  among 
observers.  Supporters  of  further  gun 
regulation  argue  that  more  guns  in  the 
public,  regardless  of  in  whose  hands 
they  are  held,  will  only  lead  to  more 
shots  being  fired,  whether  intention- 
ally or  through  accidental  discharge. 

Many  gun  carriers  claim  that 
carrying  a gun  makes  them  feel  safer. 
The  opposition,  however,  argues  that 
by  carrying  they  make  themselves  and 
those  around  them  more  at  risk. 

At  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Professor  Charles  Branas  led 
a team  which  concluded  through 
gunshot  victim  analysis  in  Philadel- 
phia that  a person  carrying  a gun  is 
4.5  times  more  likely  to  be  shot  than 
someone  unarmed,  American  Journal 
of  Public  Health  reports. 

To  settle  the  debate,  both  sides 


Left:  Embody  recently  carried  an 
AK-47  into  Radnor  State  Park, 
claiming  it  was  for  “self-defense.” 
Photo  courtesy  of  Google  Images. 

of  the  argument  turn  to  statistics  from 
other  countries  to  support  their  particular 
stance  on  the  issue.  Thos?  in  favor  of 
stricter  gun  regulation  point  to  the  much 
higher  homicide  by  firearm  rate  in  the 
US,  as  compared  to  Australia  or  Britain 
- countries  with  a similar  standard  of 
living  but  much  stricter  gun  policies. 

However,  Australia  and  Britain 
both  have  their  own  areas  of  crime 
weakness.  Australia  has  a significantly 
higher  rate  of  overall  crime  than  Amer- 
ica, such  as  burglary  and  car  theft,  with 
30%  of  the  population  being  victimized 
by  violent  crime.  Britain  has  the  highest 
violent  crime  rate  in  the  EU,  close  to  4- 
times  that  of  the  US,  according  to  the 
European  Commission. 

Gun  activists  attribute  these  dif- 
ferences to  the  positive  influence  of 
firearms  in  deterring  general  crime.  For 
instance,  knifings  in  Britain  are  far  more 
common  than  in  America,  presumably 
because  someone  is  more  likely  to  pull 
a knife  when  they  stand  little  chance  of 
facing  a gun.  Guns’  positive  influences 
on  crime  rate,  some  argue,  outweigh  the 
negative  of  more  gun-related  homicides, 
and  thus  the  gun  question  becomes 
an  ethical  one  rather  than  a pragmatic 
one. 

Beyond  the  ambiguous  nature 
of  the  debate,  the  arguments  on  both 
sides  are  flawed  due  to  the  confound- 
ing variable  of  culture.  The  US  could 
not  hope  to  situate  itself  in  the  laws  of 
another  country  and  expect  the  same 
results  seen  in  that  country  - too  many 
other  variables.  And  thus,  the  debate  will 
continue  to  rage. 


Cali’s  Prop  8 must  be  opposed 


By  McKay  Proctor 
Staff  Assistant  Editorialist 

We  as  a society  pride 
ourselves  on  equality  and  fairness. 
Indeed,  in  our  founding  document 
it  says,  “all  men  are  created  equal 
and  endow  ed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights.”  The 
founding  of  our  country  on  such 
pillars  makes  the  recent  uproar 
over  the  overturning  of  California’s 
Proposition  8,  a state  constitutional 
. amendment  banning  same-sex  mar- 
riages, seem  strange  to  me. 

On  one  hand,  we  as  a 
country  believe  wholeheartedly 
that  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
world  has  the  right  to  liberty  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  when  a District  judge 
decides  to  allow  a group  of  people 
to  do  what  they  please,  there  is  a 
bunch  of  screaming  and  sign  wav- 
ing. 

The  arguments  for  Proposi- 
tion 8 are  twofold.  First  there  is  the 
assertion  that  same-sex  marriage 
is  against  Judeo-Christian  moral- 
ity. Indeed  a chapter  in  Leviticus 
prohibits  a man  to  liewith  anyone 
but  a woman.  Also  forbidden 


in  Leviticus:  eating  shellfish  (Lev 
11:10),  wearing  clothing  of  a mix  of 
wool  and  cotton  (Lev  19:19),  shav- 
ing your  beard  (19:27),  and  the  list 
goes  on  to  prohibit  eating  catfish  and 
animals  that  don’t  have  split  hooves. 
Based  on  Judeo-Christian  doctrine,  it 
would  be  equally  as  well  grounded  to 
enforce  any  one  of  these  mandates  as 
to  enforce  the  one  for  heterosexual 
marriage. 

Even  if  forbidding  homo- 
sexuality is  the  most  important  “thou 
shah  not”  in  a book  full  of  them,  it 
shouldn’t  be  the  position  of  govern- 
ment to  enforce  it.  The  separation 
of  church  and  state  means  that  the 
government,  to  remain  secular,  can't 
endorse  any  one  moral  code.  This  al- 
lows for  that  freedom  of  choice  that 
so  many  people  love. 

The  next  argument  against 
homosexual  marriage  is  that  it  dimin- 
ishes the  institution  of  marriage,  also 
stemming  from  a religious  logic.  But 
since  the  gay  divorce  rate  is,  in  sta- 
tistics from  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, far  lower  than  that  among 
“traditional  marriages,”  it  seems  to 
me  that  homosexuals  take  “’til  death 
do  us  part”  a lot  more  seriously. 


Where  Proposition  8 falls  apart 
is  that  its  logic  is  either  faulty  or  based 
in  bigotry.  Homosexuals  are  human, 
endowed  by  their  creator  with  the  right 
to  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
When  I see  these  rallies  for  Proposition 
8,  or  against  gay  marriage  in  general, 
I can’t  help  but  liken  them  to  protests 
against  the  desegregation  of  schools  in 
the  sixties.  In  the  same  vein,  I see  the 
denial  of  marriage  rights  to  gay  couples 
as  a violation  of  civil  rights.  Homosexu- 
als are  human,  as  tough  as  it  is  for  some 
people  to  accept,  and  it  is  not  the  role  of 
government  to  say  that  they  don't  love 
whom  they  love  enough,  or  that  their 
union  not  natural  enough  to  give  a mar- 
riage license. 

And  so,  this  brings  us  back  to 
Proposition  8.  When  we  view  the  deci- 
sion as  an  issue  of  human  rights  man- 
dated by  the  Constitution  as  opposed  to 
one  of  morality,  it  only  makes  sense  that 
Judge  Walker  decided  that  the  law  was 
unconstitutional. 

1 hope  that  we  as  a society  can 
move  past  all  of  this  bickering  and  to- 
ward a society  founded  on  coexistence 
that  pays  no  heed  to  sexual  preference, 
a society  we  can  never  find  so  long  as 
legislation  like  California’s  Proposition 
8 exists. 
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We  should  not  change 


the  14*^  Amendment 
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By  Jesse  Suh 
Staff  Editorialist 

Anyone  who  has  taken  U.S. 
History  at  MBA  can  recall  Dred Scott  v. 
Sandford  as  a landmark  court  decision 
that  helped  define  the  era  of  institutional 
racism  and  slavery.  For  the  people  who 
don’t  quite  remember  the  specifics  of  the 
decision  and  the  microbes/freshman  who 
have  yet  to  take  the  class,  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  African  Americans  who 
were  slaves  or  were  descendants  of  slaves 
were  not  considered  United  States  citizens 
and  weren’t  protected  under  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

What  if.  in  the  current  politi- 
cal climate,  the  same  Republican  Party 
which  helped  overrule  the  decision  with 
the  Fourteenth  Amendment  are  now 
actively  seeking  to  reverse  over  a century 
of  precedent  that  allows  any  person  bom 
within  the  United  States  to  be  considered 
a United  States  citizen? 

Sadly,  Republicans  in  both  the 
House  and  Senate  have  endorsed  alter- 
ing the  Fourteenth  Amendment  to  outlaw' 
giving  citizenship  to  people  bom  in  the 
United  States  from  non-citizens.  Not 
only  is  this  course  of  policy  ethically  and 
pragmatically  misguided,  but  the  idea  is 
disturbing  because  it  is  clearly  a political 
ploy  in  order  to  eliminate  a constituency 
with  which  the  GOP  hasn't  had  much 
political  success. 


Ethically,  abrogating  birthright 
citizenship  is  a contradiction  of  decades  of 
court  precedent  and  constitutional  ideal. 
The  Fourteenth  Amendment,  which  Re- 
publicans would  like  to  revise,  is  the  basis 
not  only  for  reversing  Dred  Scott  v.  Sand- 
ford,  but  the  Amendment  also  served  the 
grounds  for  landmark  court  decisions  like 
V.S.  V.  IVong  Kim  Ark  in  1898  which  ruled 
in  favor  of  Wong  Kim  Ark,  a Chinese- 
American  w ith  American  citizenship,  who 
was  denied  entrance  back  into  the  United 
States  after  visiting  his  parents  in  China. 

The  Amendment  was  also  ap- 
plied to  allow  citizens  of  the  Confederacy 
to  rejoin  the  United  States  after  the  Civil 
War.  Most  recently  in  1982,  the  Four- 
teenth Amendment  served  to  resolve 
Plyler  v.  Doe,  which  ruled  in  favor  of 
allowing  citizens  bom  from  non-citizen 
parents  the  right  to  public  schooling  in 
Texas. 

Even  as  the  Fourteenth  Amend- 
ment has  been  used  to  reinforce  the  idea 
of  America  as  a “melting  pot’’  built  and 
strengthened  by  many  different  ethnicities, 
ethnic  conflict  still  plagues  many  parts  of 
the  world  today.  Birthright  citizenship  is 
a symbol  of  an  American  attempt  to  look 
past  ethnic  differences. 

Pragmatically,  changing  the 
Amendment  wouldn’t  make  any  sense. 
Abrogating  birthright  citizenship  would 
make  birth  certificates  useless,  and  there  is 
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Part  of  the  14th  Amendment  reads,  “All  persons  born  or  naturalized  in  the  United 
.States,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and 
of  the  .State  wherein  they  reside.”  This  has  been  challenged  recently  because  of  the 
illegal  immigrant  question.  Photo  courtesy  of  Google  Images. 


no  other  way  of  determining  citizenship. 
The  only  conceivable  method  of  keeping 
track  of  all  citizens  would  be  a national 
registry,  which  doesn't  exist  and  would 
have  no  guidelines  for  determining  citi- 
zenship. Determining  citizenship  would 
become  increasingly  difficult  because, 
as  West  Point  professor  Margaret  Stock 
explains:  “The  government  would  have  to 
adjudicate  the  citizenship  status  of  every 
child  bom  within  U.S.  borders  based  on 
the  exceedingly  complex  rules  of  deriva- 
tive citizenship,  or  citizenship  by  blood. 
Currently,  [it]  takes  more  than  a year  to 
make  such  determinations,  and  the  process 
is  expensive  and  fraught  with  error.” 

Despite  problems  with  reform. 
Republicans  seem  resolute  in  their  deter- 
mination, and  the  only  identifiable  reason 
is  the  effect  that  the  growing  constituency 
of  Mexican- Americans  may  have  on  the 
OOP’s  chances  at  staying  politically  rele- 
vant in  the  long  term.  Mexican-Americans 
are  the  fastest  growing  ethnic  group  in 


the  United  States,  mainly  due  to  children 
in  the  United  States  bom  of  illegal  im- 
migrants. Republicans  must  feel  threat- 
ened by  the  growing  Mexican-American 
demographic  which  has  generally  swayed 
toward  the  left. 

The  most  telling  example  of  the 
growing  Mexican-American  vote  may 
be  that  from  2004  to  2008  the  number  of 
Mexican-Americans  votes  for  the  Demo- 
cratic presidential  candidate  in  Texas 
increased  by  over  five  percent.  Instead  of 
trying  to  win  the  Hispanic  vote.  Repub- 
lican strategists  seem  content  to  try  and 
wish  them  away  and  stick  with  their  tra- 
ditional constituency.  Revoking  birthright 
citizenship  would  accomplish  this  by 
revoking  citizenship  for  millions  of  people 
currently  identified  as  American  citizens. 

The  shaping  of  policies  for  party 
self-interest  is  a dangerous  practice  which 
should  prompt  people  to  question  whom 
exactly  our  government  is  elected  to 
serve. 


Introducing... 

The  Big  Red  Points 


“The  new  Big  Red  Points  system  awards 
points  to  the  students  who  attend  the 
‘game  of  the  week’  which  will  be  chosen 
each  week  by  the  student  council.  The 
grade  with  the  most  points  will  receive 
a nice  cookout  dinner  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  There  also  may  be  prizes  to  the 
students  with  the  most  points  overall. 
This  system  has  been  created  to  foster 
school  spirit  and  help  gain  support  for 
sports  that  usually  do  not  receive  much 
fan  support.” 

Signed, 

2010-201 1 Student  Council 
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Dubsley  debuts  in  Senior  News,  lives  up  to  hype 


By  John  Wyse 
Staff  News  Gatherer 

1 wasn’t  sure  how  to  begin  my  first 
class  news  article,  but  after  careful  consid- 
eration I have  chosen  to  start  off  my  career 
with  an  ancient  and  wise  aphorism:  “Hey 
there,  sunshine,  keep  your  chin  up;  not  ev- 
eryone eats  bagelbites  with  marshmallows.” 
-foojerington 

On  that  note,  the  senior  class  has 
had  quite  a busy  summer.  If  1 had  to  pick  one 
word  to  sum  it  all  up,  it  would  be  impossible, 
but  if  I had  two  words,  they  would  definitely 
be  Catherine  Smith. 

Many  of  us  travelled  across  the 
world  on  exchange  or  through  a language 
grant.  Paul  Baker  informs  me  that  his  trip  to 
France  with  Doug  McWilliams  was  “quite  a 
life-changing  ordeal.”  Glad  to  hear  it,  Paul! 
Doug  added,  “Seeeesta.” 

Andrew  Powell  and  Jack  Halle- 
mann  jumped  out  a plane  from  14,000  feet 
over  Wollongong,  Australia.  Ben  Crook. 
Hayes  McCord,  and  John  Wyse  chased 
kangaroos  in  the  Australian  bush.  However, 
the  highlight  of  the  Uip  undoubtedly  came 
when  both  Stankle  and  Hayezie  became 
Grand  Masters  of  Peggie  Nights.  In  joyous 
celebration  Ben  erupted  with  a powerful, 
“Eh  heh  heh  heh  honkey!”  Hayes  remains 
firm  in  the  belief  that  it  was  the  skinny  jeans 
which  propelled  him  to  eternal  victory. 

Will  “Oceanspray”  Granbery 
had  major  success  in  a Shanghai  ni^tclub 
;).  Ian  Sharbel  also  told  me  that  he  stood 
in  a kiosk  in  China.  Great  story,  Ian. 

Warren  Smith  was  going  to  tell 
me  a funny  story  to  write,  but  then  stopped 
because  he  realized  he  wasn’t  funny  and 
fhmkiy  neither  was  the  story. 

Van  East  still  takes  crack  every 
morning  and  loves  football.  He  was  too  busy 
practicing  his  John  Wall  dance  to  comment, 
but  he  did  yell,  “WOOOOOOO!” 

Ben  Coode  is  still  wondering  what 


bit  of  a bruised  and  cut  face. 
He  will  probably  come  into  our 
advisory  with  some  half-baked 
story  involving  a girl  jumping 
on  his  back  and  causing  him 
to  fall,  but  who  knows  what 
really  happened... 

Partha  Reddy  was 
terribly  upset  when  he  found 
out  that  Chris  Johnson  was 
not  actually  coming  to  reg- 
istration. Sorry,  big  man.  He 
shouted  the  news  to  his  entire 
Indian  village  and  was  thor- 
oughly embarrassed  when 
he  discovered  the  truth.  No 


Left:  Van  East  poses  for 
a picture  with  his  little 
buddy...just  kidding,  Tom:) 

Top  right:  Dubnort 
pretended  to  be  friendly 
to  his  little  brother,  but 
moments  later  destroyed 
him  ruthlessly  in  battieball. 
Seniors  win. 

All  photos  on  this  page 
are  courtesy  of  Mr.  Jamie 
Tillman  via  smugmug.com 


Larry  is  doing  over  there.  Jack  Warne 
spent  his  whole  summer  thinking  of  even 
crazier  ways  of  w ishing  people  “happy 
birthday”  on  Facebook. 

On  the  prow  l for  his  next  busi- 
ness enterprise,  Scott  Gould  along  with 
Jojo  Guerre,  Clay  Garrett,  Mason  Kirk- 
patrick. and  Dougefresh  set  up  the  most 
successful  lemonade  stand  in  the  history  of 
Deer  Park  Circle.  You  just  have  to  admire 
that  kind  of  initiative  and  ambition.  Round 
of  applause,  boys. 

Chase  Lovelace,  .Matthew  John- 
son, Joe  Riegle.  Alex  Hunt,  and  Twinkle 
led  the  Barracuda  charge  as  Belle  Meade 
Country  Club  snatched  the  summer  league, 
city  swimming  championship.  CHOMP! 
CHOMP!  CHOMP! 

Alex  and  .Mason  Foote  have  once 
again  postponed  their  golf  managerial 
dreams.  Good  luck  in  college!  (Which,  by 
the  way,  they  are  working  very  hard  to  get 
into.) 

Will  Norton  says  that  if  1 were  a 
YouTube  video,  he  would  give  me  a thumbs 
down.  Ouch.  As  a rebuttal.  I would  like  to 
publicly  announce  that  I think  slide-rules 
are  dumb.  But,  anyway,  Dubnort  is  now  a 
devout  Pink  Floyd  fan.  Congrats,  Will! 

Topher  Sandwith  claims  that  he 
saw  our  beloved  Coach  Cheevers  with  a 


worries,  though,  Tre  4 
is  gaining  more  street 
cred  every  day. 

An  anonymous 
source  would  like  to  in- 
form the  class  that  Jack 
Hallemann  and  Will 
Farrar  have  more  in 
common  than  we  might 
think.  Hmm. 

“Messy”  Jesse 
Suh  spent  a lot  of  his 
summer  at  debate  camp 
and  says  his  self-esteem 
is  way  up.  He  plans  to 
“utilize  this  skill  with 
the  womenz.”  We’re  all 
rootin’  for  you,  man. 

Michael  Pe- 
ters ran  to  Oregon  and 
back.  Twice. 


Hiller  Miggins  has  been  day- 
dreaming all  summer  about  the  next  buck- 
fest.  “I  just  can’t  wait,”  he  said.  “It’s  gonna 
be  the  greatest  thing  since  the  last  buckfest.” 
He  also  started  back  up  with  his  habit  of 
eating  paper. 

Ford  Altenbern  and  Chris  Goo- 
drich spent  their  summers  at  a theatre  camp 
in  preparation  for  the  fall  production,  “The 
25'*'  Annual  Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee.” 
Gage  Baxter  and  Andrew  Wright  will  also 
be  starring  in  it  alongside  them. 

Nick  Kohler  is  still  engaged. 
Sorry,  ladies.  It  is  also  rumored  that  he 
bathed  once.  Baby  steps. 

.Matthew  Johnson  is  still  Getting’ 

Buck. 


Air  Tod  can  still  get  rim.  That’s 

beast. 

Christian  Alford  is  mad  gangsta. 
and  he  stabs  people  that  get  in  his  way. 

I ’d  like  to  give  you  another  update 
of  the  ones  we  used  to  know.  Hunter  Pie 
is  a gimp.  Devin  McClain  loves  makin' 
his  momma  proud.  Will  Means  is  doing 
something  stupid.  Jonathan  Coffey  is 
flexin’  in  front  of  a mirror,  l.emez  is  picking 
out  sweater  vests.  Alex  Blanton  is  starting 
a Chip-O-Matic  league  with  the  makers  of 
slamball.  And  finally,  Lee  Srebnick  has 
been  given  the  first  ever  scholarship  to  play 
club  lax.  Word. 

That’s  all  I got.  Hope  everyone  had 
a good  summer.  Get  swole.  Roll  Red. 


Juniors  already  count 
down  days  to  summer 

Bv  Joe  Scherrer  and  Will  Stewart  hangin*  »>«  »»h 

Staff  News  Writers  Vandybeauties  and  blowing  stuff  up  over 

at  some  godforsaken  civil  engineering  lab. 


Baker  Swain  has  just  returned  from 
France  with  his  swagger  level  radically  in- 
creased; thus,  he  shall  henceforth  be  known 
to  all  as  “Swaggah  Swain”. 

Matt  Anderson,  who’s  probably 
around  34  years  old  by  now,  is  excited  for 
the  new'  school  year  due  to  the  fact  that  he 
will  now  have  much  more  time  to  practice 
contorting  his  arms  behind  his  back. 

After  an  eventful  but  ultimately 
unsuccessful  experiment  in  interspecies 
relations.  Gray  Curtis  has  returned  to  the 
ocean  where  he  was  bom  in  order  to  live 
out  the  rest  of  his  years  with  his  dolphin 
brethren. 

Adam  Hawiger  invented  a magi- 
cal peptide  that  cures  every  disease  except 
Russian  flu,  and  he  recently  robbed  a multi- 
billion dollar  Swiss  bank  with  only  his  sweet 
aviator  glasses  and  classy  Polish  charm. 
Quote;  “You  didn’t  hear  nuthin’  either, 
bud.” 

Kelly  Haselton  has  come  back 
from  debate  camp  with  a new  outlook  on 
life.  He  now  loves  all  living  creatures  and 
has  personally  told  me  to  spread  the  word 
that  he  wants  a hug  from  each  and  every 
person  he  sees  on  the  first  day  of  school. 

Michael  Kosson  thinks  he's  really 


Karthik  Sastry  is  “just  a funny 
guy.”  He  also  went  skydiving  over  the  moon 
and  decided  to  drop  support  of  Obama’s  pol- 
icies in  favor  of  Basil  Marcueax  Dot  Corn’s 
gun  control  laws.  W ills  Brooks,  however, 
is  sticking  to  the  cult  of  Ron  Paul. 

Zach  Chen  is  coming  back  to 
school  refreshed  and  ready  to  start  the  year, 
having  spent  the  entire  summer  listening  to 
Billy  Joel  and  playing  Need  for  Speed. 

Having  just  recently  conquered  the 
eastern  seaboard  using  his  army  of  mutant 
fish.  Joe  Scherrer  is  planning  to  scale  back 
his  plans  for  the  next  few  months  so  he 
can  focus  on  his  studies  and,  of  course,  his 
unending  war  with  Adam  Bowman.  ( Who 
let  that  kid  in  here?) 

Tim  Bulso  says.  “THE  USUAL 
SUMMER  STUFF!”  Daniel  Bellet  says, 
“YOKYAYYY  MEANNN!”  Rett  Hooper 
says,  “Cat  poop.” 

Gray  Jones  was  doing  “conserva- 
tive stuff”  with  .Scott  Dalton  and  Daniel 
Peters  in  Da  Hood,  er,  Antioch,  but  regrets 
that  he  didn’t  ^t  shot  in  the  back  or  else 
he  would  have  something  to  talk  about  for 
the  newspaper.  There’s  always  a next  time. 
Gray... 

Everyone  have  a great  year!  And 
remember,  summer  is  only  283  days  away. 
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s say  summer  was  s 


By  McLean  Hudson 
Staff  News  Gatherer 

If  you’re  reading  this,  then  you’re 
at  school  again  to  start  the  new  year,  and 
for  that  I’m  sorry.  At  least,  though,  we’re 
all  coming  off  a long  summer  break.  If  you 
play  football,  however,  you  never  really  left 
and  probably  spent  more  time  at  school  this 
summer  than  in  your  own  bed.  The  school 
year  is  ready  to  start,  though,  so  there’s 
nothing  we  can  do  but  move  forward,  except 
remember  what  we  did  over  the  break. . . 

Kevin  Wang  spent  the  summer 
traveling  to  Aspen,  Switzerland,  France, 
and  China,  while  John  Tully  worked  his 
stanky  dance  moves  at  multiple  parties. 
Dallas  Gibson  got  bored,of  CoD,  Mark 
Lowe  went  golfing,  and  Nathan  Fouts  ate 
pizza.  Brooks  Best  went  to  Gulf  Shores  and 
saw  the  oil  from  the  spill.  Ryan  Potter  has 
boosted  in  CoD,  according  to  an  anonymous 
sourcC“l  expected  better  from  you.  Potter. 
Tom  Dodson  was  spotted  working  at  Whit- 
worth by  McKay  Proctor.  Apparently,  he 
gets  paid  S9  an  hour  to  work  out  and 'play 
gator,  and  I just  realized  Tom  doesn’t  even 
go  to  MBA  anymore. 

Hunter  Tidwell  rode  a Segway 
and  was  mind-boggled  by  the  movie  In- 
ception. Christian  Sargent  went  back-to- 
school  shoe-shopping,  and  Adam  Bowman 
did  something  scicncy  (I  have  no  idea  what 
he  did,  but  that’s  my  best  guess).  Will  Mc- 
Fadden  finally  got  a Facebook,  Hamilton 
Millwee  was  pressured  to  make  out  with  a 
girl  at  camp,  and  Tate  Ramsden  wore  some 
schnazzy  suspenders  to  church.  Meanwhile, 
Jack  Rhodes  got  big,  Jake  Simons  made 
Jdmny,  and  Jack  Benton  christened  his  car 
“The  Rocket.” 


A few  w eeks  ago.  Furman  Haynes 
missed  a day  of  football.  Why.  you  ask?  He 
cut  his  forehead  playing  ping-pong.  Jake 
Macey  caught  his  first  Pokemon.  and  Chan- 
dler Burgess  has  reportedU  hit  puberty  (his 
words,  not  mine).  Rohert  Papel  went  to 
debate  camp  with  Tarun  Malipeddi  (say 
wah?)  and  .Mr,  Tate.  \ short  time  later  he 
went  canoing  in  Minnesota,  where  he  cut 
the  head  off  a fish  and  w as  stranded  on  an 
island. 

Frank  Nest  was  puljed  over  for 
speeding  in  a golf  cart,  and  then  proceeded 
to  chase  the  golf  cart  at  one  in  the  morning 
after  being  ditched  on  an  island.  How  did  he 
get  to  this  island?  1 don’t  know,  but  maybe 
he  saw  Pap  Daddy  there. 

Early  this  summer  in  spring  prac- 
tice. Franklin  Garstiii  hurt  his  leg  and 
will  likely  miss  the  entire  football  season. 
In  other  football  new  s.  Clint  .Smith  will  be 
the  varsity  punter,  and  i.andon  Bullock  w ill 
likely  be  the  varsity  place-kicker.  Dylan 
Hall  might  get  snaps  at  OB  early  in  the 
season  due  to  Aaron  Simonis’  unfortunate 
injury  in  the  first  scrimmage  of  the  year. 

Several  people  told  me  to  write 
about  Taylor  Groom,  but  I’m  not  sure 
why  or  about  what,  so  I’ll  leaNe  it  at  that. 
Andy  Seay  drank  green  tea  and  listened 
to  “Modest  Mouse."  B.l.  and  Furman 
Haynes,  along  w ith  Jackson  Flora,  did  not 
roll  Mark  Lowe's  house.  But  even  if  they 
did.  the  house  would  still  look  fine  because 
the  Lowe’s  dri\ewa\  was  imported  from 
France.  Sam  Turner  and  Patrick  Moody 
are  total  bros  because  they  jumped  off  a 
60-ft  waterfall.  Slammy  T.  almost  died 
when  he  hit  a rock  5 feet  below  the  surface, 
which  resulted  in  him  ha\  ing  a blue  under- 
side for  several  davs.  Sam  and  Davidson 
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John  VNyse  and  Scott 
Gould,  and  it  was 
chill.  Andrew  Dobbs. 

Matt  McPherson,  and 
Falkner  NNerkhaven 
had  a dandy  time 
lifeguarding  over  at 
the  JCC  with  Yvonne 
Hall 

Sam  Waitt- 
just  wanted  to  start  the 
year  off  by  spelling 
your  name  right.  If  it’s 
wrong  again,  I swear 
it’s  my  editor’s  fault. 

As  for  the 
upcoming  year’s 
ambitions:  Moham- 
mad .Azamtarrahian 
intends  to  be  more 
gregarious,  and  John 
NV  heeler  will  attempt 
to  make  it  through  the 

football  season  with- 

out  getting  hurt.  I aim 
to  once  again  dominate  SeAor  Golenor’s 
sixth  period  fantasy  football  league,  and 
Landon  Bullock  will  attempt  to  wear  Ab- 
ercrombie, American  Eagle,  or  a mix  of  the 
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two  every  single  day  of  the  first  semester. 

Hopefully  you  all  got  bored  of 
reading  this  and  have  stopped  by  now, 
because  I never  came  up  with  an  ending. 


Frosh  all  giddy  about 
starting  high  school 


By  NNells  Hamilton 

Staff  Writer 

It  is  the  summer  of  anticipation 
for  the  freshman  class  as  the  boys  leave 
the  junior  school  and  hurdle  toward  a fresh 
start,  in  high  school. 

The  main  occupation  of  freshmen 
during  the  summer  has  been  practicing 
sports  in  preparation  for  the  school  year. 
Summer  reading  has  once  again  taken  its 
place  as  an  activity  reserved  for  the  days 
of  August. 

Football  is  already  in  full  swing, 
with  routine  freshman  practices  during  the 
summer.  The  team  appears  to  be  shaping  up 
w ell,  w ith  the  exception  of  the  quarterback 
situation.  Prior  to  the  end  of  the  eighth- 
grade  year,  there  were  two  quarterbacks, 
Jordan  Roundtree  and  Tucker  Voges. 
Following  Jordan’s  departure  from  MBA, 
Tucker  was  the  only  remaining  quarter- 
back. Tucker  explained  that  “Since  Jordan 
left,  it  has  opened  up  spots  for  a quarter- 
back. Since  Jordan  and  I were  the  only 
two  quarterbacks  last  year.  David  Har- 
rison. Colton  Black,  and  Keith  Gambill 
are  getting  to  try."  Personally,  1 am  quite 
interested  to  see  what  the  new  quarterbacks 
can  accomplish  for  the  team. 

There  is  more  interesting  news 
regarding  freshmen  and  football.  Jashon 
Robertson  is  to  play  ti^t  end  for  the  MBA 
varsity  team,  probably  starting.  I asked 
Jashon  his  opinion  on  playing  varsity  as  a 
freshman,  to  which  he  said  “It’s  fun,  and 
it’s  just  a whole  different  level  of  intensity. 
I love  it.”  It  will  be  very  exciting  to  see 
what  Jashon  can  do  during  the  season. 

Riflery  is  also  in  full  swing.  “(Rifle- 
ry)  is  going  great,  ("rhe  rifle  team)  went  to 
a rifle  camp,  had  summer  practice,  and  a 


strength  and  conditioning  week,”  comments 
Brandon  Carpenter. 

It  appears  that  the  freshman  athletes 
will  be  contributing  heavily  to  their  respec- 
tive sports  teams.  The  fieshman  class  will 
also  be  adding  eighteen  new  students:  Nick 
Boney,  Brad  Cavanaugh,  Harrison  Da- 
vis, Tony  Drew,  Hayden  Gregory  , Sam 
Gregory,  Benjamin  Hays,  Bryson  Jar- 
rett,  Coleman  Kelly,  Tarun  Mallipeddi, 
DJ  Mott,  Bailey  Perrone,  Grey  Reams, 
Jack  Thompson,  Jordan  Whitaker,  Ben 
Yahnian,  John  Yoder,  and  Justin  Yoon. 

The  freshman  summer  reading  list 
included  the  all-school  read.  Mountains 
Beyond  Mountains,  and  A Lesson  Before 
Dying  which  both  honors  and  regulars 
classes  read.  Red  S!^  at  Morning  was  also 
read  by  the  freshman  in  regular  English. 
The  Natural  was  read  by  the  freshman  in 
honors  English. 

The  students  in  both  classes  were 
able  to  select  from  five  other  choice  books 
including;  The  Absolutely  True  Diary  of  a 
Part  Tune  Indian,  Dracula,  The  Genocides, 
The  Great  Santini,  and  The  Maltese  Falcon. 
Many  students  chose  to  read  The  Abso- 
lutely True  Diary  of  a Part  Tune  Indian. 
not  because  it  was  short  or  the  first  choice 
on  the  list,  but  because  many  freshmen 
are  interested  in  the  struggle  of  a Native 
American  struggling  against  the  limits  of 
his  reservation.  The  freshmen  tended  to 
find  this  year’s  selection  for  the  all  school 
read  to  be  mind-numbing,  but  perhaps  the 
English  teachers  will  be  able  to  sway  their 
views  on  the  book.  Nevertheless,  the  fresh- 
man persevered  through  their  reading  lists  in 
the  last  weeks  before  school,  thankful  that 
they  were  not  being  asked  to  make  shoebox 
dioramas  anymore. 
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MBA  theater  grad  has 


terrible  accident 


By  Andrew  Powell 
Editor-in-Chief 

Ryan  Penney  (’09)  has  always  been  a 
happy  guy.  Through  his  years  at  MBA,  Ryan 
was  known  for  being  a loyal  friend,  pas- 
sionate about  theater  and  dance  (he  was  the 
mastermind  behind  the  first  choreographed 
Prom  dance,  which  seems  to  be  becoming  a 
tradition),  and,  as  described  by  a classmate, 
a generally  **chill  dude.” 

Ryan  was  spending  Sunday  June  IS"* 
on  Lake  Martin,  about  an  hour  outside  of 
Birmingham,  with  his  girlfriend’s  family. 
They  visited  a popular  landmark  known  as 
Chimney  Rock,  which  features  a number  of 
ledges  over  the  water,  including  a 60-foot 
cliff.  Many  people  jump  from  the  rock  every 
year  - it  seems  harmless,  particularly  to  a 
fit  20-year-old  man  - and  Ryan  decided  to 
give  it  a go  after  jumping  off  a lower  cliff 
twice.  “I  didn’t  see  any  real  danger,"  Pen- 
ney recalls. 

He  landed  with  his  leg  slightly  spread 
and  in  a seated  position.  The  impact  of  the 
water  was  enough  to  shatter  his  12th  tho- 
racic vertebra,  resulting  in  a burst  fracture 
that  retro-pulsed  into  his  spinal  cord. 

The  pain  was  immediate.  Ryan  re- 
members looking  down  into  the  water,  as 
he  called  for  help,  and  seeing  his  legs  just 
lying  there,  in  that  same,  somewhat  seated 
position. 

His  friends  pulled  him  from  the  water 
and  called  911.  They  met  an  ambulance 
at  nearby  Ridge  Marina  20  minutes  later, 
where  the  paramedics  immediately  called 
for  a life  flight  to  Montgomery,  the  nearest 
major  medical  center,  and  drove  to  await  the 
chopper  in  a field. 

After  a CT  scan  and  MRl  in  Mont- 
gomery, doctors  determined  he  needed 
surgery  and  life-flighted  him  to  UAB  Neu- 
roscience Intensive  Care  Unit.  More  MRl’s 
followed,  the  neurosurgeon  was  called,  and 
the  surgery  scheduled  for  first  thing  the  next 
morning. 

Two  trauma  surgeons  and  a special- 
ist neurosurgeon  operated  on  Ryan  for  six 
hours,  working  to  remove  the  shattered 


vertebra  and  replace  it  with  a cage-holding 
bone  from  a bone  bank  that  will  eventually 
graft  to  his  surrounding  vertebrae.  Two  steel 
rods  were  inserted  to  replace  the  shredded 
ligaments  supporting  his  spine  at  the  point 
of  injury. 

Ryan’s  road  to  recovery  is  a long  one, 
measured  first  in  feeling  and  twitches  that 
eventually  become  small  movements.  The 
feeling  of  someone  tickling  his  foot  a few 
days  after  the  surgery  has  never  been  so 
welcome.  To  be  able  to  clench  his  quads  a 
few  days  later  has  never  felt  so  rewarding.- 
To  be  able  to  stand  under  his  own  power  has 
never  before  been  such  a victory. 

Ryan  is  currently  at  The  Shepherd 
Center  in  Atlanta,  a world-renowned  spinal 
cord  and  brain  injury  rehab  hospital,  par- 
ticipating in  the  Shepherd  Step  program,  a 
brand  new  rehab  initiative  designed  specifi- 
cally for  patients  like  Ryan  who  show  a lot 
of  promise  for  walking. 

And,  Ryan  says,  things  are  going 
very  well.  He  spends  time  on  a weightless 
treadmill  every  day,  with  four  therapists 
working  with  him  to  help  him  regain  his 
gait.  After  hours  and  hours  of  work,  Ryan 
is  able  to  walk  around  with  leg  braces  and 
a walker  and  is  showing  improvement  with 
each  and  every  day. 

Ryan  Penney  is  an  inspiration.  He  has 
every  right  to  be  mad  and  saddened;  instead, 
Ryan  is  happy.  Even  more,  he  is  joyful.  He 
seems  almost  thankful  for  his  accident — it 
has  opened  his  eyes,  he  says,  strengthened 
his  faith,  and  reorganized  his  priorities. 

A rising  sophomore  at  Samford, 
Penney  continues  to  pursue  his  passions  be- 
yond the  Hill.  He  is  a musical  theater  major 
and  was  scheduled  to  perform  in  The  R^*d 

Mountain  Theatre  Company’s  prodution  of 
The  Sound  of  Music  this  fall.  While  Ryan 
cannot  act  in  the  show,  its  three-week  run 
was  dedicated  to  him.  In  addition,  Mr.  Keith 
Cromwell,  the  Executive  Director  of  the 
theater  company,  has  set  up  a fund  towards 
his  recovery. 

You  can  keep  up  with  his  recovery 
at  <ryanrecovery.blogspot.com>. 


The  impact  after  a leap  from  Acapulco  Rock,  more  commonly  known  as  Chimney 
Rock,  on  Lake  Martin,  AL,  broke  Penney ’s  back.  Photo  courtesy  of  Kenneth  Boone 
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Ryan  Penney  at  opening  night  of  The  Sound  of  Music.  Instead  of  playing  the  part 
of  understudy  for  Rolf,  Ryan  was  the  guest  of  honor  as  the  3-week  run  of  the  show 
was  dedicated  to  him.  Photo  courtesy  of  Diane  Penney. 


Club  News  Spotlight: 

Werthan  with  Werthan:  The  2010-2011  Chess 
Club  Season  Preview 


By  Max  Werthan 
Co-News  Editor 

The  MBA  Chess  Club  is  the  fastest 
growing  club  in  MBA  history.  Last  year 
alone,  the  club  grew  from  two  members  to 
approximately  fifty  full-time  members.  I 
decided  to  interview  the  returrting  president 
of  the  Chess  Club,  Max  Werthan,  to  see  what 
the  hub-bub  was  all  about. 

Reporter  Werthan:  The  Chess  Club 
had  only  two  members  to  start  last  year.  How 
did  you  assume  the  role  of  president? 

President  Werthan;  My  passion  for 
the  game  of  chess  drove  me  to  nominate 
myself  for  the  office  of  president  last  year. 
I faced  stem  opposition  from  then-Sopho- 
more  Joe  Scherrer.  Luckily  for  yours  truly, 
1 am  the  superior  foosball  player.  I beat  Joe 
5-4  for  the  presidency. 

Reporter  Werthan;  How  do  you 
account  for  the  monumental  increase  in 
membership  last  year? 

President  Werthan;  There  were 
numerous  factors  in  the  2009  Chess  Club 
expansion.  First-year  Chess  Club  sponsor 
Mike  Davidson  provided  instrumental  lead- 
ership, guidance,  and  equipment.  It  was  Mr. 
Davidson  who  decided  to  post  the  incredibly 
popular  chess  puzzles  around  campus.  The 
well-crafted  flyers  drew  newcomers  to  the 
meetings  in  large  numbers.  Students  have 
played  chess  in  the  library  for  years,  but  last 
year  was  really  the  first  year  in  which  stu- 
dents felt  the  urge  to  go  to  the  meetings. 

Reporter  Werthan;  Last  year's  chess 
tournament  was  a huge  success.  Will  there 
be  another  tournament  for  the  2010-2011 
chess  season? 


b 4 ' ' I 

Building  momentum,  2010  promises  to 
be  a good  season  for  Big  Red  Chess. 


President  Werthan;  I am  pleased  to 
inform  you  that  there  will  be  at  least  one 
all-school  tournament  next  year  with  the 
possibility  of  more.  Additionally,  there  will 
likely  be  smaller  club  tournaments  every 
month.  There  will  be  a new  chess  puzzle 
every  week.  Also,  there  is  a possibility 
of  interscholastic  competition  with  other 
Nashville-area  schools. 

Reporter  Werthan:  It  seems  that 
chessboxing  is  the  cool  new  thing  in  chess 
these  days.  Are  there  plans  for  chessboxing 
tournaments  for  the  club  this  year? 

President  Werthan;  I don’t  want  to 
rule  anything  out,  but  the  lack  of  a boxing 
club/team  as  well  as  the  legality  issues  of 
fighting  on  campus  makes  chessboxing 
on  campus  unlikely  next  year.  The  Chess 
Club  is  open  to  a partnership  with  a boxing 
club,  like  the  Chess  Club-Riddlers’  Club 
alliance  of  last  year,  if  such  a boxing  club 
is  created. 
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Spain  trip  proves  to  be  life-changing 


...continued from  page  / 

these  people.  I shared  some  of  my  deepest 
emotions,  at  times  talking  for  almost  an  hour 
straight  with  certain  friends,  and  even  found 
myself  able  to  make  them  laugh,  a signifi- 
cant accomplishment  for  someone  like  me. 
who  previously  felt  stifled  by  an  inability 
to  transfer  his  sense  of  humor  across  the 
language  barrier. 

The  culmination  of  my  journey, 
following  the  two  and  a half  weeks  spent 


in  Vilagarcia.  was  a group  trek  along  the 
final  portion  of  the  Camino  de  Santiago, 
an  ancient  pilgrimage  route  across  Europe 
that  ends  in  the  magnificent  city  of  Santiago. 
Across  111km  of  picturesque  farmland, 
mountains,  forests,  pueblos  and  hostels, 
I continued  finding  fruitful  opportunities 
to  break  through  my  comfort  zone.  I met 
and  chatted  with  tons  of  strangers  from  all 
over  Spain,  experiencing  dilTereni  accents 
and  backgrounds  and  making  friends  in  the 


strangest  places. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  to  try  and 
sum  up  a month  of  such  rich  experience  in 
Just  a few  lines,  and  I am  still  returning  emo- 
tionally from  my  expedition  even  though 
I arrived  back  home  after  just  one  painful 
day  of  travel.  Although  my  time  there  has 
ended,  it  still  lives  with  me  and  continues 
to  affect  who  I am.  I was  changed  in  Spain, 
and  I hope  that  my  life  in  the  future  serves 
as  a pleasant  reminder  of  that  fact. 


experience 

I encourage  everyone  who  reads 
this  to  seek  such  opportunities.  An  amazing 
precedent  has  been  set  this  year  at  MBA, 
one  that  hopefully  will  be  repeated  time  and 
time  again  in  the  future.  I hope  to  be  just 
one  of  many  explorers  of  land,  culture,  and 
population  that  pass  through  our  school. 

The  way  of  adventure  is  always 
open.  Find  it  and  embrace  it,  because  life  is 
unhealthy  without  it. 


A new  Spanish  teacher  gets  involved  in  many  areas 


By  Sam  Weien 
Staff  Writer 

Mr.  Connor  Kamm  grew"  up  in  Utah 
and  just  graduated  from  Williams  Col- 
lege in  Massachusetts.  His  addition  to  the 
MBA  family  came  about  due  to  the  rise  in 
the  Spanish  enrollment  and  because  Ms. 
Lanigan,  the  teacher  for  all  of  the  Spanish 
II  and  Spanish  II  honors  classes,  wants  to 
become  part  time. 

Bell  Ringer:  How  did  you  end  up 
at  MBA? 

Mr.  Kamm:  I ended  up  at  MBA  be- 
cause I had  sent  a teaching  profile  containing 
a resume  and  letters  of  references  to  a bunch 
of  schools  around  the  country,  including 
MBA,  and  Mr.  Gioia  gave  me  a call  to  come 
down  and  interview  towards  the  end  of  May. 
I had  a really  great  visit  while  I was  down 
here,  and  I got  to  meet  a lot  of  the  students, 
all  of  whom  were  very  kind  and  receptive.  In 
the  end,  it  came  down  to  a decision  between 
MBA  and  another  all-boys  school  up  north 
in  Connecticut,  but  I had  enjoyed  my  time 
so  much  during  my  visit  in  Nashville  that 
MBA  was  the  easy  choice. 

BR:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious  about 
beginning  to  teach? 

M.K.:  I would  say  1 am  both  excited 
and  anxious  about  beginning  to  teach.  I've 
worked  with  kids  a lot  in  the  past  as  a camp 
counselor  and  as  a tutor,  but  obviously 
teaching  is  something  very  different  and 
comes  with  a lot  of  responsibility. 

BR:  How  did  you  choose  Spanish  as 
a major  in  college? 

M.K.:  1 had  always  liked  Spanish 
throughout  high  school.  When  1 got  to  Wil- 
liams College,  a small  liberal  arts  school  in 
Massachusetts,  and  took  my  first  Spanish 
literature  class  called  Cultures  of  Spain.  I 
knew  that  Spanish  was  for  me.  Since  then. 


I have  had  the  opportunity  to  study  and 
travel  in  several  Spanish-speaking  countries, 
including  Argentina.  Spain,  Mexico.  Peru 
and  Uruguay. 

BR:  Did  you  have  anyone  in  your 
past  who  inspired  you  to  study  Spanish  in 
college? 

M.K.:  I.  along  with  every'one  in  my 
junior  high,  had  to  start  taking  a language  in 
the  7th  or  8th  grade.  My  dad  speaks  pretty 
good  Spanish  after  taking  AP  Spanish  Lit 
in  high  school  and  spending  a semester 
in  Mexico  studying  abroad,  so  he  would 
always  speak  a little  Spanish  every'  now 
and  then,  and  I thought  it  was  pretty  neat. 
Around  the  time  when  I was  going  to  be 
starting  a language,  my  family  took  a trip 
to  Mexico  over  spring  break,  and  I really 
enjoyed  it  and  decided  that  Spanish  was  the 
language  that  I wanted  to  study. 


every  season  at  Williams. 

1 had  some  success  my^ 
freshman  year,  followed! 
by  a couple  years  of  in- 
jury. Finally,  in  my  seniorl 
year,  I had  a breakout  sea- 
son, helping  the  XC  team! 
along  to  a second  place 
finish  at  nationals,  settingj 
a PR  of  3:49  in  the  ISOOmi 
(equates  to  a 4:07  mile) 
and  winning  the  NCAA] 
Dill  national  champion- 
ship in  the  5k. 


BR:  Do  you  have 
any  pet  peeves  as  a teach- 
er? 

M.K.:  I guess  I’ll  find  out  about  my 
pet  peeves  once  I start  teaching! 


Mr.  Connor  Kamm  (#5)  ran  for  Williams  College, 
winning  the  Men’s  Division  111  5,000m  at  the  end  of 
his  senior  season.  He  will  help  coach  Cross  Country 
and  Track  at  MBA.  Photo  courtesy  of  Williams  College 

as  often,  but  every  time  I am  home,  I hit  the 
slopes  with  my  family. 


BR:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

M.K.:  At  MBA,  I will  be  an  assistant 
coach  of  both  cross-country  and  track.  I am 
particularly  excited  to  work  with  the  XC 
team  because,  after  returning  6 of  the  7 top 
runners  from  a state  championship  team, 
I think  they  have  an  incredible  amount  of 
potential.  I am  also  planning  to  help  out 
with  the  Jazz  Band.  I have  been  playing  jazz 
trumpet  since  I was  in  elementary  school, 
so  it  is  something  very  near  and  dear  to  my 
heart. 

BR:  What  else  did  you  do  in  college 
besides  study  Spanish? 

M.K.:  In  college.  I was  very  involved 
w ith  both  running  and  music.  In  the  music 
department.  I played  in  several  groups  in- 
cluding the  symphonic  winds,  the  big  jazz 
ensemble  and  several  small  jazz  combos, 
in  addition  to  serving  as  the  TA  for  the 
Jazz  department.  In  terms  of  running,  I did 
either  XC.  indoor  track,  or  outdoor  track 


BR:  What  is  your  favorite  thing  about 
the  South  so  far? 

M.K.:  Everyone  I have  met  here  in  the 
South  is  incredibly  nice.  For  example,  dur- 
ing my  first  week  here,  I had  my  keys  stolen 
while  I was  out  on  a run.  and  I was  locked 
out  of  my  house.  With  no  spare  key  and  no 
where  to  turn,  I knocked  on  my  neighbor’s 
door  for  help.  The  man,  an  MBA  alum  as 
it  turns  out.  invited  me  in,  gave  me  his  cell 
phone  and  laptop  and  offered  me  granola 
bars  and  Gatorade.  The  next  day  the  same 
man  invited  me  over  to  his  house  for  a bar- 
beque  w ith  him  and  a bunch  of  his  friends 
from  MBA.  ft  was  a great  time,  and  it  was 
nice  to  know  that  I am  living  in  a community 
with  so  many  nice  people. 

BR:  Growing  up  in  Utah,  do  you  ski, 
snow  board,  or  both? 

M.K.:  Back  in  Utah,  I started  skiing 
just  a few  months  after  I learned  to  walk, 
and  I ha\  e never  turned  back.  When  I started 
running  competitively,  I wasn’t  able  to  ski 


BR:  Did  you  ever  participate  in  the 
Williams  College  trivia  contest?  If  so,  did 
you  ever  do  well? 

M.K.:  I have  never  done  a trivia 
contest. 

BR:  Do  you  like  country  music? 

M.K.:  I used  to  hate  country  music, 
but  at  Williams  I had  a couple  of  friends 
who  were  obsessed  with  it,  so  I ended  up 
hearing  it  quite  a bit.  Eventually,  I realized 
that  it  is  pretty  catchy  music  that  is  usually 
fun  to  listen  to.  A couple  of  my  nights  here,  I 
have  gone  downtown  to  listen  to  live  music 
and  1 have  heard  some  pretty  good  country 
groups,  so  I think  it  is  growing  on  me. 

BR:  What  is  your  favorite  movie? 

M.K.:  Not  sure  on  my  favorite  movie. 
In  the  “stupid  comedy”  category,  it  probably 
has  to  be  Zoolander  or  Ground  Hogs  Day. 
Those  are  the  only  two  I can  think  of  off  the 
top  of  my  head. 


scholarship;  Dr.  Li  continues  excellence 


Student  wins 

By  Anderson  Gaither 
Foreign  Languages  Department 
Chairman 

For  several  reasons  MBA  Chinese 
teacher  Dr.  Li  should  feel  very  proud.  One 
of  Dr.  Li's  students,  Austin  Locke,  who 
graduated  last  spring,  has  won  a Chinese 
government  scholarship  to  study  in  the  Ad- 
vanced Chinese  Program  at  the  prestigious 
Beijing  Language  and  Culture  University 
from  September  of  2010  through  July  of 
2011.  This  scholarship  covers  his  tuition. 


lodging,  medical  care,  learning  materials, 
and  a living  allowance.  This  is  a remarkable 
achievement  and  honor  for  Austin,  as  well 
as  for  Dr.  Li. 

Including  Austin,  Dr.  Li  now  has 
three  of  her  former  students  in  China.  Dalton 
Fouts,  w'ho  also  graduated  this  past  spring, 
will  be  teaching  English  in  China  this  year. 
Another  MBA  graduate.  Alec  Martin  (class 
of  ’08),  will  be  studying  in  China  during  the 
first  semester.  He  is  at  Columbia  University 
in  New  York,  majoring  in  Chinese  and  Asian 
Studies. 


Dr.  Li  herself  has  had  a fantastic 
year.  Almost  exactly  one  year  ago,  in  the 
summer  of  ’09.  her  A.P.  class  became  the 
first  such  class  in  Tennessee  to  gain  A.P. 
accreditation. 

She  followed  this  by  continuing 
work  toward  her  PhD,  which  she  received  in 
May  of  this  year.  Raising  a family,  working 
full  time,  and  writing  a doctoral  dissertation 
require  not  only  great  intelligence,  but  also 
incredible  energy  and  good  temperament. 

Word  of  Dr.  Li’s  masterful  teach- 
ing style  has  spread  throughout  the  school. 


and  even  beyond.  From  one  small,  first-year 
class  four  years  ago  when  she  joined  MBA, 
this  year  Dr.  Li  has  two  sections  of  Chinese 
I,  containing  16  students.  In  Chinese  II  this 
year  there  will  be  1 2 students,  and  8 students 
in  the  third-year  course.  The  growth  in  her 
enrollments  has  been  unparalleled.  She  has 
built  the  Chinese  program  carefully  and 
expertly. 

MBA  is  very  lucky  to  have  Dr.  Li 
among  its  teachers. 
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MBA  is  actually  not 
alone  - set  to  host 
IBSC  conference 


By  Daniel  Mace 
Staff  Writer 

Life  at  MBA  often  leads  one  to 
believe  our  school  to  be  the  only  one  of  its 
kind.  With  phrases  like  “MBA  is  on  a hill,” 
it  becomes  quite  simple  to  assume  that  our 
institution  is  both  unique  and  alone.  While 
this  attitude  is  somewhat  self-righteous  and 
close-minded,  there  is  some  truth  to  the  idea 
that  as  an  all-boys  prep  school,  MBA  may 
seem  to  some  an  antiquated  and  rare  form 
of  education. 

While  MBA  has  preserved  itself 
throughout  the  years  as  a bastion  of  Y-chro- 
mosomes,  the  list  of  all-boy  schools  in  Nash- 
ville has  dwindled  over  the  years  until  only 
MBA  remains.  In  fact,  our  school  remains 
one  of  the  few  all-boy  schools  throughout 
all  of  Tennessee,  essentially  sticking  it  to 
feminists  for  over  one  hundred  forty  years. 
Father  Ryan  and  BG A were  all-boys  schools 
which  went  coed  in  the  1970’s. 

With  the  idea  of  preserving  the 
all-boy  style  of  education,  dress  codes. 


IMI  IINAIIONAI  lk)Vs  SCHOOLS  COALITION 

INVENTIONS  IN  TEACHING 


demerits,  and  other  “traditional  values.” 
a conference  of  similar  schools  across  the 
country  gathered  about  twenty  years  ago  in 
Boston  to  discuss  the  future  of  an  all-boy 
education.  Public  opinion  around  this  time 
seemed  to  believe  that  the  need  for  an  all- 
boy education  was  merely  an  excuse  for 
another  exclusive,  old-fashioned  institution. 
Many  boys*  schools  feared  that  the  history 
and  value  of  a male  education  would  soon 
become  merely  a part  of  the  past. 

Since  its  start  twenty  years  ago  and 
with  now  annual  conferences,  MBA  and 
other  similar  schools  around  the  country 
have  been  able  to  show  a need  for  varied 
methods  of  educating.  Their  thought  is  that 
an  all-boy  education  is  not  meant  as  an  ex- 
clusive divide,  but  simply  another  choice  for 
educating  boys.  Essentially,  these  schools 
wanted  to  show  a current  and  future  need 
for  an  education  that  tailored  to  the  specific 
needs  of  boys. 

Twenty  years  later,  the  yearly 
conference  has  expanded  to  include  over  six 
hundred  teachers  from  boy’s  schools  span- 


The  most  recent  International  Boys'  School  C oalition  conference  was  held  at  the 
Haverford  School  in  Philadelphia.  PA  this  June.  Photo  courtesy  of  Google  Images. 


ning  the  globe.  At  this  year's  conference  that 
took  place  this  June  at  the  Ha\  erford  School 
in  Philadelphia.  MBA  sent  10  of  its  faculty, 
including  Mr.  Gioia  himself.  The  programs 
vary  each  year  but  generally  center  on  talks 
about  understanding  boys  and  dev  eloping  a 
curriculum  to  inspire  young  men.  as  w ell  as 
the  specific  issues  a boys'  school  encounters. 
For  instance,  one  of  the  topics  this  year  vv  as 
about  the  new  field  of  robotics,  and  the 
benefit  of  this  hands-on  course  at  an  ail-boy 
institution. 

These  yearly  conferences  alsi>  serve 
as  a meeting  place  for  schools  across  sev- 
eral continents,  including  Africa.  South 
America,  and  Asia,  allow  ing  a more  global 


perspectiv  e on  the  educating  of  young  men. 
.Additionally,  these  yearly  gatherings  have 
helped  establish  sev  eral  exchange  programs 
over  the  years,  w ith  the  promise  of  more 
connections  w ith  each  conference. 

With  continued  participation  in  this 
collection  of  similar  institutions,  MBA  has 
helped  presen  e our  future.  While  our  his- 
tory IS  often  praised  as  our  most  valuable  as- 
set. it  is  arguably  just  as  crucial  to  ensure  our 
future.  Though  MBA  has  retained  many  of 
us  old  ways,  there  is  also  a constant  struggle 
to  evolve  and  promote  new  ways  of  learning. 
In  continuing  our  school's  improvement, 
w e can  provide  a better  education  for  the 
generations  to  follow  us. 


‘06  grad  returns  to  Hill,  speaks  with  The  Bell  Ringer 


Although  Andrew  Wright  put  up 
a good  fight.  The  Bell  Ringer  staff 
concludes  that  Mr.  Nelson  Berry  wins 
the  facial  hair  duel.  Alas,  seniors  do  not 
win...this  time.  Photos  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Jamie  Tillman 

By  Sam  Weien 
Staff  Writer 

Mr.  Nelson  Berry  is  an  MBA  graduate 
(2006)  who  attended  The  University  of  the 
South  at  Sewanee  and  is  coming  back  to 
MBA  fresh  out  of  college.  He  is  replacing 
Mr.  DeYoung  and  will  teach  Latin  II  and 
Latin  II  honors. 

Bell  Ringer:  How  did  you  end  up 
at  MBA? 

Mr.  Berry:  Since  my  junior  or  senior 
year  at  MBA  I have  entertained  the  idea  of 
returning  to  teach.  1 already  had  plans  to 
become  a teacher,  and  I often  toyed  with  the 
idea  of  teaching  specifically  at  MBA.  Some- 
thing about  the  teachers,  the  environment, 
and  the  school  as  a whole  really  touched  me 
and  made  me  want  to  return. 

As  I was  preparing  to  join  the  job 
market,  1 asked  Mr.  Gioia  if  he  would  give 
me  any  advice  and  aid.  I sent  him  a letter, 
formally  detailing  my  wishes  to  teach  at 
MBA.  Soon  after  sending  the  letter,  I began 
the  application  process  to  teach  at  MBA.  I 


submined  forms,  anended  interviews,  taught 
a demo  class,  and  eventually  1 was  offered 
the  position.  Happily.  I accepted  it. 

BR:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious  about 
beginning  to  teach? 

M.B.:  I am  more  excited  than  I am 
anxious.  As  I said,  I have  planned  to  be  a 
teacher  for  some  time  now,  and  I am  eager 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  teach,  especially 
at  MBA,  so  soon. 

BR:  How  did  you  choose  Latin  as  a 
major  in  college? 

M.B.:  Quite  easily,  actually.  I had 
already  studied  Latin  for  six  years,  four 
at  MBA,  and  by  that  time  I had  a healthy 
love  for  the  language  and  its  writers.  While 
at  Sewanee,  I rounded  out  my  Classical 
Languages  major  with  two  or  so  years  of 
Greek,  which  I also  thoroughly  enjoyed.  To 
choose  both  languages  for  my  major  seemed 
only  natural  to  me.  Although  I did  toy  with 
double-majoring  in  Theater  and  Classical 
Languages,  I soon  decided  that  I wanted 
more  freedom  to  pursue  other  academic 
interests  and  to  be  able  to  study  abroad  in 
Rome,  neither  of  which  I would  be  able  to  do 
if  I had  chosen  to  double-major.  Therefore. 
I decided  to  sacrifice  the  major  in  Theater 
in  order  to  enjoy  the  academic  “buffet”  at 
Sewanee  with  the  special  “dessert"  of  study- 
ing in  Rome. 

BR:  Are  there  any  MBA  teachers 
whom  you  enjoyed  a lot  or  influenced  you 
to  study  Latin  in  college? 

M.B.:  Mr.  Gaither  is  primarily  re- 
sponsible for  encouraging  my  study  of 
Latin.  I enjoyed  his  Latin  II  Honors  class 
so  much  that  I purposefully  took  the  regular 
Latin  III  class  to  have  the  pleasure  of  his 
instruction  again.  I still  peruse  my  neatly 


filed  aphorisms  and  derivatives  and  I am 
always  mindful  of  them. 

I also  enjoyed  Mr.  DeYoung's  Vergil 
class,  which  was  the  appetizer  to  the  sort 
of  Latin  classes  I would  later  enjoy  in  col- 
lege. 

As  for  other  teachers  I have  enjoyed. 
Dr.  Fuller  greatly  influenced  my  love  of 
theater,  and  Dr.  Seay  encouraged  me  vv  ith 
my  study  of  Latin  and  my  theatrical  pursuits. 
I could  go  on.  but  I fear  that  the  list  would 
be  too  long  and  would  include  almost  ev  ery 
teacher  I had  at  MBA. 

BR:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

M.B.:  I would  enjoy  most  helping 
with  theater  and  lacrosse,  although  I am 
adequately  prepared  for  other  activities. 

BR:  What  else  did  you  do  in  college 
besides  study  Latin? 

M.B.:  I spent  a fair  amount  of  time 
onstage  and  offstage  in  Sewanee’s  theater 
program,  and  I also  spent  much  time  with 
the  student-run  theater  organization  of 
which  I was  elected  president  during  my 
final  year.  Aside  from  theatrical  endeavors, 
I often  busied  myself  with  the  University 
Choir  which  performs  at  two  special  con- 
certs, official  university  functions,  and  every 
Sunday  and  Christian  holidays  during  the 
school  year.  I also  spent  two  years  in  one 
of  the  several  a capella  groups  on  campus. 

BR:  Do  you  have  any  pet  peeves  as 
a teacher? 

M.B.:  I would  say  that  students  who 
do  not  do  their  work  prompt  annoyance. 

BR:  What  is  the  biggest  change  at 
MBA  since  you  were  in  high  school? 


.VLB.:  I believe  the  most  significant 
change  right  now  is  the  construction  on  what 
used  to  be  Brighton  Road.  When  I first  came 
to  Nashv  ille,  I lived  in  one  of  the  houses  just 
behind  the  baseball  field. 

BR:  What  sports  did  you  play  at 
MBA.  and  did  you  continue  any  in  col- 
lege? 

.VLB.:  1 played  lacrosse  for  two  years, 
and  I dabbled  in  Ultimate  Frisbee  for  anoth- 
er two  years  while  at  MBA.  Unfortunately, 
with  all  my  theatrical  and  choral  involve- 
ment, 1 was  unable  to  continue  playing  on 
a school  team. 

BR:  Why  did  you  decide  to  go  to 
Sewanee? 

M.B.:  I already  knew  that  Sewanee 
had  the  strong  academic  background  I 
wanted,  but  I was  not  quite  sold  on  the  uni- 
versity as  a whole.  Yes,  I loved  the  architec- 
ture and  natural  beauty  of  the  campus,  but  I 
did  not  yet  feel  a personal  connection  there. 
Ultimately,  I decided  to  attend  because  of 
the  community.  1 spent  a weekend  with  a 
student  as  my  host  who  led  me  around  cam- 
pus and  showed  me  what  it  truly  was  like  to 
live  there.  I have  never  seen  a community 
so  welcoming  and  friendly  as  Sewanee’s. 
When  I met  my  best  friend  in  my  first  class 
on  the  first  day,  I knew  for  certain  that  I had 
made  the  right  choice. 

BR:  Do  you  like  country  music? 

M.B.:  I like  certain  artists.  The  early 
career  of  Garth  Brooks  is  my  favorite  of 
that  genre. 

BR:  What  is  your  favorite  movie? 

M.B.:  The  Godfather.  I believe  that 
everyone  should  see  it  at  least  once. 
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Exchange  students  go  ‘round  the  world  in  2010 


Top  Left:  Tom  Markham  gets  his 
“Bond"  on  while  at  Winchester. 
My  oh  my,  does  he  look  classy! 


Top  Right:  Hayes  McCord  and 
John  Wyse  try  their  hand  at 
“footy"  - Aussie  Rules  Football  - 
while  on  exchange  in  Melbourne, 
Australia. 

Mid  Right:  MBA  spans  the 
globe  by  sending  21  students  on 
exchange  and  25  more  abroad  on 
Wilson  Language  Grants. 

Bottom  Right:  Andrew  Powell 
and  Jack  Hallemann  compete 
in  the  King's  All-School  Cross 
Country  race.  Andrew  came  2nd 
and  Jack  came  10th,  out  of  400. 
Pretty  much  Rolled  Red. 

Bottom  Left:  Phillip  Spelman 
and  Lane  Bullock  went  hard  on 
the  Rugby  Pitch,  repping  the  Big 
Red  like  none  other. 

All  photos  courtesy  of  the  pictured 
students,  via  Facebook. 


By  Jack  Hallemann 

Business  Manager  & Staff  Writer 

One  of  the  greatest  opportunities 
JVIBA  offers  its  students  is  the  exchange 
program.  This  summer  17  rising  seniors 
went  on  exchange,  not  including  the  four 
students  who  went  to  Eton  and  Greece  dur- 
ing their  junior  year. 

This  program  is  such  a great  ex- 
perience that  if  you’re  a junior.  I strongly 
recommend  that  you  apply  for  one  of  these 
trips.  You  get  to  experience  a new  schooj, 
a new  culture,  and  a whole  new  set  of  girls 
that  just  loves  our  accents.  I want  to  thank 
everyone  that  made  these  trips  possible,  as 
they  were  truly  life-changing  experiences. 

Here  is  a review  of  the  trips  and 
the  students  who  enjoyed  them: 

Winchester:  Jesse  Suh.  Daniel 
Rundberg,  and  Tom  Markham  stayed  at 
boarding  houses  at  Winchester  College  in 
England,  instead  of  host  families.  Jesse  and 
D-rund  had  a housemaster  while  Tom  had 
a “housemistress”  (that’s  not  degrading  at 
ail).  The  highlight  of  the  trip  was  touring 
London  and  enjoying  some  fish  and  chips 
at  a riverside  pub. 

.South  Africa:  Jack  Wame  and  Ford 
Emerson  attended  Michaelhouse  school  in 
South  Africa.  They  arrived  just  in  time  to 
enjoy  the  uproar  that  came  with  Spain  win- 
ning the  World  Cup.  The  highlight  of  the 
trip  was  Durban  July,  aka  South  African 
Steeplechase.  Shoutout  to  Ray  Mkhulisi. 

Sydney:  Andrew  Powell  and  I at- 
tended King’s  School  in  Sydney  Australia. 
I stayed  with  Jules  Heath  while  Andrew 
stayed  with  Tom  Harvey.  Aside  from  the 
bridge-climbing,  the  sky-diving,  playing 
rugby,  snorkeling  the  Great  Barrier  Reef, 
and  learning  how  to  surf,  this  exchange 
trip  is  pretty  dull. ..Microbes,  that  was 
sarcasm;  this  trip  is  incredible.  During  our 
time  at  school  we  participated  in  enriching 
classes  like  carpentry  and  film.  Shoutout  to 
J-dawggg. 

Melbourne:  Hayes  McCord.  John 
Wyse,  and  Ben  Crook  went  to  Melbourne 
Grammar  School  in  Australia.  They  had  a 
blast  playing  Australian  rules  footy.  The 
classes  at  MGS  are  a little  different  from 
MBA’s,  with  rotating  schedules,  more  field 


Melbourne 

Grammar, 

Australia 


trips,  and  a system  that  puts  the  most  empha- 
sis on  senior  year  grades.  They  got  to  travel 
in  to  Sydney  for  a week  as  well  as  out  to 
the  countryside  where  Hayes’  host  student, 
Tom  Brougham,  had  a house.  One  of  the 
highlights  was  a huge  Australian  barbeque, 
which  I can  only  imagine  included  some 
nicely  cooked  ‘roos. 

Lindisfarne:  Lane  Bullock  and 
Philip  Spelman  attended  Lindisfarne  Col- 
lege in  New  Zealand.  As  sport  participation 
is  required  at  Lindisfarne,  Lane  and  Philip 
both  played  Rugby.  They  also  went  skydiv- 
ing, attended  an  All  Blacks  rtigby  match,  and 
hung  out  on  a sheep  farm  for  a while.  The 
uniform  included  some  very  flamboyant  red 
blazers.  As  a part  of  their  media  class,  they 
were  able  to  work  the  cameras  and  film  a tv 
show  about  cars. 

Christ  College:  Rob  Barnes  and 
Brad  Swain  attended  Christ  College  in  New 
Zealand.  This  school  has  a really  great  house 
system  where  all  of  the  boys  are  divided  into 
8 groups  that  compete  in  sports,  debate,  and 
drama:  5 points  to  Gryffmdor!  The  highlight 
of  the  trip  for  Rob  was  bungie  jumping  into  a 
river  gorge.  In  other  news,  they  both  climbed 


the  fictional  volcano  of  Mordor  and  beat  up 
Isildur  for  being  such  a selfish  sort. 

China:  Max  Coyle  and  Will  Lee 
attended  Dulwich  College  in  Beijing.  While 
this  was  an  English-speaking  school,  they 
were  both  able  to  speak  a little  Chinese  dur- 
ing their  stay.  Dulwich  also  has  a house  sys- 
tem, but  more  importantly,  it’s  a coed  school 
(props).  Aside  from  school.  Will  and  Max 
were  able  to  visit  the  Great  Wall  of  China, 
Olympic  Park,  and  Tiananmen  Square.  Also, 
Max  was  worshipped  by  strangers  as  a giant, 
and  Will  was  sold  into  slavery  after  getting 
confused  about  exchange  rates. 
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The  Bell Ringer\e.2itns  about  some  new  teachers 


By  Jake  Macey 
Staff  Writer 

Representing  The  Bell  Ringer  and 
inquisitive  students,  I sought  to  gain  some 
insight  into  a few  of  the  teachers  coming  in 
to  guide  us  this  year.  * 


V ivian  Komando.  Art  teacher: 

Bell  Ringer:  How  did  you  end  up 
at  MBA? 

Vivian  Komando:  A friend  emailed 
that  there  was  an  art  position  open  at  MBA. 

I contacted  Mr.  Gioia  and  Mr.  Womack  and 
expressed  my  interest  in  the  position,  then 
had  a phone  interview,  visited  MBA  in  the 
spring  for  an  interview  on  campus,  and  was 
offered  the  position. 

B.R.:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious 
about  starting  to  teach  at  MBA? 

V.K.:  Oh.  I am  most  excited  and 
happy  to  be  a part  of  the  MBA  family! 

B.R.:  How  did  you  choose  your  par- 
ticular field  of  study?  Was  there  anyone  in 
your  past  who  inspired  you  to  study  it? 

V.K.:  My  best  friend,  Marianne,  was 
very  artistic,  but  1 was  not,  nor  did  I believe 
1 would  ever  be  artistic.  I was  placed  in  a 
Ceramics  class  my  first  term  in  college. 
Definitely  not  my  choice,  but  I went  along 
with  it.  1 did  enjoy  the  class  immensely, 
never  having  had  an  official  art  class  before. 

I signed  up  for  every  Ceramics  class,  then 
photo,  then  jewelry  making,  printmaking, 
and  painting.  1 changed  my  major  to  Art 
Ed.,  yet  avoided  the  dreaded  drawing  class. 

I did  finally  take  drawing. . .and  graduated. . . 
but  there  is  more  to  the  story  - so  feel  free 
to  come  by  and  ask  me  about  the  rest  of  my 
path  that  has  led  me  to  MBA.  And  there 
are  many  that  have  inspired  me  to  pursue 
my  study  of  art  from  my  friend  Marianne 
to  Dr.  Steve  Willis  to  my  AP  Studio  Art 
Colleagues. 

B.R.:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

V.K.:  I have  multiple  interests  and 
would  like  to  be  where  I would  be  most 
helpful.  I believe  in  giving  back  to  the  com- 
munity, and  1 have  worked  with  the  project 
known  as  The  Empty  Bowls  to  raise  hunger 
awareness  and  would  like  to  continue  doing 
this.  1 do  not  know  if  this  is  an  MBA  commu- 
nity project  here,  but  1 would  be  interested 
in  pursuing  this  and  other  service  opportu- 
nities, as  well  as  projects  promoting  peace. 
1 would  love  to  develop  a photo  class  (no 
pun  intended)  or  club  and  a Ceramic  (wheel 
throwing)  group  after  school.  1 think  having 
an  art  magazine  that  would  highlight  student 
work,  both  in  print  and  online,  would  be  an 
endeavor  1 would  be  very  interested  in  pur- 


Mr.  Merideth  (right) 
gets  special  recognition 
for  being  the  only  new 
teacher  to  respond  to 
the  “Favorite  animal 
and/or  Pokemon(if 
any)?”  question  with  a 
Pokemon!  His  answer: 
Squirtle.  Well  done,  Mr. 
Merideth! 

suing.  1 would  also  like  to  work  with  those 
students  that  cannot  fit  in  an  art  class  during 
their  regular  schedule  if  they  are  interested 
in  submitting  an  AP  portfolio,  as  well  as 
working  w ith  others  that  are  developing  an 
AP  Studio  Art  portfolio. 

B.R.:  What  did  you  do  in  college 
besides  study  what  yOu  are  now  teaching? 

V.K.:  1 worked  on  literary  projects, 
as  I like  to  write,  played  my  guitar,  and 
minored  in  Spanish. 

B.R.:  Do  you  expect  to  be  a strict  and 
tough  teacher  or  pretty  laid  back? 

V.K.:  1 consider  myself  a balanced 
teacher,  developing  a rapport  with  my  stu- 
dents as  we  create  and  explore  the  w orld 
of  art,  making  amazing  visual  expressions 
come  to  life  within  the  art  studio.  This 
doesn't  just  happen  because  one  walks 
into  an  art  studio.  It  takes  dedicated  study, 
discourse,  disciplined  attitude,  persistence, 
anticipation,  investigative  play,  give  and 
take,  collaboration,  analysis,  individual 
perspective,  the  unexpected,  and  multiple 
conversations,  some  singularly  and  some 
not.  1 am  here  to  teach,  converse,  listen,  ex- 
plore, guide,  intervene,  dissect,  deconstruct, 
and  synthesize  w ith  my  students  as  we  make 
art.  Oh,  and  did  I mention  provoke  - in  a 
manner  that  makes  my  students  consider 
themselves  and  their  role  in  the  world  both 
local  and  global.  1 have  found  my  students 
most  engaged  in  the  process  of  making  art 
as  they  work,  so  as  to  labels  of  strict,  tough, 
or  pretty  laid  back,  1 would  say  I prefer  not 
being  labeled  and  rather  say  I try  to  be  fair 
and  open  to  working  with  each  of  the  young 
men  I will  be  teaching  as  we  investigate, 
journey,  and  create. 

B.R.:  Do  you  own  an  iPhone? 

V.K.:  No,  I’m  a Verizon  Dare  per- 
son. 

B.R.:  Do  you  have  any  unique  abili- 
ties or  talents? 

V.K.:  Hmmmmm,  most  probably,  but 
1 don’t  want  to  give  away  all  my  secrets 
right  off. 

B.R,:  Coke  or  Pepsi? 

V.K.:  Diet  Coke  or  Sprite  Zero. 

B.R.:  Favorite  animal  and/or  Poke- 
mon (if  any)? 

V.K.:  My  two  Maltese,  Monet  and 
DaVinci. 

B.R.:  Do  you  like  your  eggs  scram- 
bled or  sunny  side  up? 

V.K.:  Depends  on  the  day  of  the 

week. 

B.R.:  Do  you  believe  in  global  warm- 
ing? 

V.K.:  Have  you  been  outside  this 
summer???? 


Tvic  r Merideth.  Music  teacher: 

B.R.:  How  did  you  end  up  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  1 had  taught  for  four  years  at 
Overton  High  School  and  heard  about  Dr. 
Cassel’s  retirement  through  the  grapevine. 

1 decided  to  send  in  a resume,  and.  after  my 
first  interview,  I was  extremely  interested! 

B.R.:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious 
about  starting  to  teach  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  1 am  very  excited.  There  arc 
some  great  opportunities  to  work  along- 
side top-notch  teachers  and  very  talented 
students. 

B.R.:  How  did  you  choose  your  par- 
ticular field  of  study?  Was  there  anyone  in 
your  past  who  inspired  you  to  study  it? 

T.M.:  1 chose  to  be  a music  teacher 
when  1 fell  in  love  with  teaching  the  youth 
choir  at  a church.  Thinking  back  now,  1 had 
a great  high  school  music  experience  with 
great  teachers. 

B.R.:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  Not  sure  yet.  Is  Ultimate  Fris- 
bee  an  option? 

B.R.:  What  did  you  do  in  college  be- 
sides study  what  you  are  now  teaching? 

T.M.:  1 took  a course  in  Country 
Line  Dancing  to  fulfill  a physical  educa- 
tion credit.  My  class  was  chosen  to  be  in  a 
music  video  that  was  being  shown  in  South 
America  to  teach  country  line  dancing. 

B.R.:  Do  you  expect  to  be  a strict  and 
tough  teacher  or  pretty  laid  back? 

T.M.:  Fresh,  yet  disciplined. 

B.R.:  Do  you  own  an  iPhone? 

T.M.:  No.  I don’t.  Is  that  a require- 
ment at  MBA? 

B.R.:  Do  you  haA^e  any  unique  abili- 
ties or  talents? 

T.M.:  1 know  how  to  play  Euchre. 

B.R.:  Coke  or  Pepsi? 

T.M.:  Coke. 

B.R.:  Favorite  animal  and/or 
Pokemon(if  any)? 

T.M.:  Squirtle.  (Below) 


B.R.:  Do  you  like  your  eggs  scram- 
bled or  sunny  side  up? 

T.M.:  If  those  are  the  two  choices, 
scrambled. 

B.R.:  Do  you  believe  in  global  warm- 
ing? 

T.M.:  1 believe  whatever  Yahoo  news 
tells  me. 


Tom  Bovsden.  Tennis  and  Enriish 

B.R.:  How  did  you  end  up  at  MBA? 

T.B.:  1 have  been  the  sssistant  men’s 
tennis  coach  at  Vanderbilt  University  for  the 
last  5 years.  Last  month  1 w as  contacted  by 
MBA’s  Athletic  Director.  Mr.  Scott  O’Neal, 
regarding  an  opening  for  the  position 
of  varsity  head  tennis  coach.  I met  vv  ith  Mr. 
O’Neal  and  Headmaster  Gioia  a few  times, 
was  introduced  to  some  faculty  members, 
took  a tour  of  the  campus  and  facilities  ... 
and  realized  that  MBA  was  a perfect  fit  for 
me.  I was  presented  with  an  opportunity  to 
be  the  varsity  head  tennis  coach  and  work 
in  the  English  Department  and  accepted  the 
offer  on  the  same  day. 

B.R.:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious 
about  starting  to  teach  at  MBA? 

T.B.:  I am  eagerly  counting  down 
the  days  until  the  start  of  the  school  year.  1 
am  extremely  excited  to  be  starting  my 
career  at  MBA.  I am  looking  forward  to 
getting  to  know  the  staff,  faculty,  students, 
and  parents.  1 am  ready  to  enthusiastically 
embrace  each  of  my  roles  (tennis  coach. 
English  teacher,  and  various  other  areas  in 
which  1 will  be  assisting). 

B.R.:  How  did  you  choose  your  par- 
ticular field  of  study?  Was  there  anyone  in 
your  past  who  inspired  you  to  study  it? 

T.B.:  In  respect  to  tennis,  I played 
several  team  sports  in  my  youth,  but  when 
I began  playing  tennis  at  age  12,  1 quickly 
realized  how  much  I loved  it.  I played  junior 
tournaments  and  was  on  my  high  school  and 
college  teams.  After  college  I w orked  at  sev- 
eral tennis  clubs  teaching  private  lessons  and 
clinics.  I began  to  develop  a niche  as  a junior 
coach  and  instructor.  I have  beeq  involved 
in  some  aspect  of  the  sport  ever  since.  My 
first  private  tennis  coach,  Charlie  O’Brien, 
has  been  the  biggest  influence  in  my  tennis 
career.  He  instilled  in  me  a passion  for  ten- 
nis. for  competition,  and  for  hard  work. 

As  for  being  an  English  teacher, 

I have  always  had  a passion  for  writing 
and  literature.  My  favorite  classes  in  high 
school  and  college  were  those  in  which  I was 
required  to  write  many  papers  and  essays.  1 
have  had  a goal  to  someday  be  published 
for  most  of  my  adult  life.  1 had  a teacher  in 
7th  and  8th  grade,  Mr.  David  Jacobs,  who 
inspired  me  to  do  a lot  of  creative  writing. 

B.R.:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

T.B.:  There  are  so  many  activities  that 
I would  like  to  be  a part  of  here.  To  name 
a few:  the  school  newspaper  and  literary 
magazine,  assisting  the  Athletic  Director, 
continued  on  page  1 1 ... 
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doing  some  counseling,  assisting  in  the 

library,  and  being  involved  in  some  service 

projects. 

B.R.:  What  did  you  do  in  college  be- 
sides study  what  you  are  now  teaching? 

T.B.:  Other  than  getting  my  degree 
and  being  a member  of  the  tennis  team.  I 
worked  at  two  different  tennis  clubs  while  in 
school.  That  took  up  most  of  my  free  time. 

B.R.:  Do  you  expect  to  be  a strict  and 
tough  teacher  or  pretty  laid  back? 

T.B.:  1 tend  to  be  very  easy  for  my  stu- 
dents to  relate  to  and  trust.  I like  to  feel  that 
I am  someone  with  whom  they  feel  they  can 
comfortably  share  information  about  their 
lives,  their  goals,  their  interests,  and  their 
fears.  At  the  same  time,  I have  always  been 
. very  interested  in  getting  the  best  effort  out 
of  any  student  of  mine  (on  the  tennis  court 
and  in  the  classroom).  I am  very  motivated 
to  make  sure  all  of  my  students  reach  their 
potential.  1 will,  therefore,  strive  to  be  a 
tough  teacher,  but  one  whom  my  students 
feel  has  their  best  interests  at  heart  and  is 
their  friend,  also. 

B.R.:  Do  you  own  an  iPhone? 

T.B.:  Yes,  I have  an  I-phone. 

B.R.:  Do  you  have  any  unique  abili- 
ties or  talents? 

T.B.:  I don't  know  if  this  qualifies 
as  a unique  talent  or  ability  ...  but  several 
people  have  told  me  that  1 am  a "master” 
story-teller. 

B.R.:  Coke  or  Pepsi? 

T.B.:  Most  definitely  Coke  ...  espe- 
cially Coke  Zero!!! 

B.R.:  Favorite  animal  and/or  Poke- 
mon  (if  any)? 

T.B.:  My  favorite  animals  are  dogs 
and  dolphins,  with  a slight  edge  going  to 
dogs.  I have  a golden  retriever  who  is  almost 
5 years  old.  I am  about  as  attached  to  him 
as  I could  possibly  be. 

B.R.:  Do  you  like  your  eggs  scram- 
bled or  sunny  side  up? 

T.B.:  Definitely  scrambled  eggs. 

B.R.:.Do  you  believe  in  global  warm- 


T.B.:  Yes,  I do  believe  in  global 
warming. 


Todd  Moran.  Math  and  Coachine 

B.R.:  How  did  you  end  up  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  1 previously  worked  at  MBA 
for  6 years  from  2002-2008.  For  the  past  two 
years  I taught  and  coached  at  Woodberry 
Forest  School  in  Virginia.  Being  an  alum  of 
MBA  (97),  it  has  always  been  my  dream  to 
finish  my  career  at  MBA,  to  help  pass  the 
traditions  and  teaching  that  was  given  to  me 
to  the  next  generation  of  MBA  gentlemen. 

B.R.:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious 
about  starting  to  teach  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  I could  not  be  more  excited 
about  being  back  at  MBA  with  a tremen- 
dously dedicated  faculty  and  adminisu-ation, 
as  well  as  the  tremendous  student  body. 

B.R.^How  did  you  choose  your  par- 
ticular field  of  study?  Was  there  anyone  in 
your  past  who  inspired  you  to  study  it? 

T.M.:  All  of  my  mathematics  teachers 
at  MBA  were  tremendous,  and  I feel  a strong 
obligation  to  give  my  students  the  same  di- 
rection and  guidance  that  was  given  to  me. 

B.R.:  What  extracurricular  activities 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

T.M.:  Football,  basketball,  and  stu- 
dent government  or  service. 

B.R.:  What  did  you  do  in  college  be- 
sides study  what  you  are  now  teaching? 

T.M.:  1 majored  in  psychology,  and. 
no,  I do  not  know  what  you  are  thinking 
right  now  ...ha! 

B.R.:  Do  you  expect  to  be  a strict  and 


tough  teacher  or  pretty  laid  back? 

T.M.:  In  teaching,  I don't  think  you 
can  say  I am  going  to  be  this  or  that.  I think 
you  have  to  be  yourself  in  everything  that 
you  do.  If  you  are  not  who  you  are,  students 
see  through  that. 

B.R.:  Do  you  own  an  iPhone? 

T.M.:  1 don’t  own  a cell  phone,  be- 
lieve it  or  not. 

B.R.:  Do  you  have  any  unique  abili- 
ties or  talents? 

T.M.:  1 have  the  ability  to  wake  up  at 
6am  and  play  UNO  with  my  4-year-old  and 
2-year-old  girls. 

B.R.:  Coke  or  Pepsi? 

T.M.:  This  is  the  South,  so  Coke. 
Pepsi  is  a kind  of  Coke. 

B.R.:  Favorite  animal  and/or 
Pokemonfif  any)? 

T.M.:  Shark. 

B.R.:  Do  you  like  your  eggs  scram- 
bled or  sunny  side  up? 

T.M.:  Scrambled. 

B.R.:  Do  you  believe  in  global  warm- 
ing? 

T.M.:  1 don’t  know  much  about  it,  but 
after  this  summer  1 can  assure  you  that  the 
globe  we  are  on  is  warm. 


ing 


M.V.:  I graduated  from  University  of 
North  Carolina  and  began  looking  to  teach 
in  a private  school.  MBA  was  a perfect  fit, 
as  the  school  values  a well-rounded  student 
and  takes  academics  very  seriously. 

B.R.:  Are  you  excited  or  anxious 
about  starting  to  teach  at  MBA? 

M.V.:  I am  very  excited  to  start 
teaching. 

B.R.:  How  did  you  choose  your  par- 
ticular field  of  study?  Was  there  anyone  in 
your  past  who  inspired  you  to  study  it? 

M.V.:  I really  enjoyed  biology  and 
history.  I did  lots  of  athletics  growing  up 
and  really  enjoyed  how  the  body  worked 
and  how  to  improve  the  body.  I ran  track 
in  college  and  was  really  excited  about  my 
anatomy  and  physiology  classes.  Biology 
was  a good  fit  for  me  and  kept  me  excited 
throughout  my  education. 

B.R,:  What  extracurricular  activities* 
do  you  want  to  do  at  MBA? 

M.V.:  Track,  cross-country,  basket- 
ball, and  music  club  of  some  sort. 

B.R.:  What  did  you  to  in  college  be- 
sides study  what  you  are  now  teaching? 

M.V.:  I also  studied  exercise  sports 
science,  as  well  as  history. 

B.R.:  Do  you  expect  to  be  a strict  and 
tough  teacher  of  pretty  laid  back? 

M.V.:  With  biology  there  is  a lot  to 
cover;  we  will  have  to  put  in  a lot  of  hard 
work. 

B.R.:  Do  you  own  an  iPhone? 

M.V.;  No  iPhone. 

B.R.:  Do  you  have  any  unique  abili- 
ties or  talents? 

M.V.:  I play  Guitar. 

B.R.:  Coke  or  Pepsi? 

M.V.:  Coke. 

B.R.:  Favorite  animal  and/or 
Pokemon(if  any)? 

M.V.:  Ram  (UNC  tarheels). 

B.R.:  Do  you  like  your  eggs  scram- 
bled or  sunny  side  up? 

M.V.:  Scrambled  eggs. 

B.R.:  Do  you  believe  in  global  warm- 
ing? 


B.R.:  How  did  you  end  up  at  MBA? 


M.V.:  Yes. 


Ars  Amatoria  revisited:  advice  for  insecure  male 


By  Staff  Male  Counselors 

When  is  the  best  time  to  make  a move 
on  a girl? 

Wedding  Crashes  montage.  Hands  down. 

What  is  the  best  way  to  break  up  with 
a girl? 

Facebook  for  sure.  You  can  just  change 
your  relationship  status,  and  you  don't  even  have 
to  pick  up  a phone! 

Do  girls  really  have  cooties? 

I'll  say  I’m  sorry,  but  I’m  not  taking  off 
my  glasses. 

What  are  the  best  first  date  movies  to 

see? 

Wedding  Crashers  and  Fight  Club  are  great 
choices,  but  if  you  really  want  to  make  a good 
impression  with  this  girl,  then  you  gotta  watch 
You,  Me,  and  Dupree. 


So  I think  this  one  girl  is  into  me,  but  last 
time  we  were  texting  she  ended  the  conversa- 
tion. So,  1 decided  to  take  a walk,  and  I saw  a dog 
wearing  an  orange  collar  with  yellow  stripes. 
What  is  that??  I immediately  returned  home 
to  make  myself  a pizza  lunchable.  What  in  the 
world  should  1 do  about  this  girl? 

Uh. . . 1 dunno.  Ask  Clay  Garrett. 

How  do  I turn  my  swag  on? 

That’s  easy.  Go  buy  a Virginia  hoodie,  com- 
plement it  with  a Tarheel  lanyard  and  long  black 
Under  Armour  socks.  Oh,  and  make  sure  to  wear 
a black  trucker-style  Georgia  hat...  backwards. 
Now.  just  talk  in  an  unusually  deep  voice  and  the 
ladies  will  flock. 

What  is  the  best  way  to  ask  a girl  to  Home- 
coming? 

Ask  two  months  in  advance,  and  make  sure 
your  cat  doesn’t  die.  Wouldn’t  want  to  have  to 
cancel  because  your  cat’s  funeral  was  the  night 


Weesul  knows  a thing  or  two  about  **swag.**  which  is 
the  key  to  any  girl’s  heart,  besides  just  wearing  the 
color  red  (see  page  20  for  the  real  lady  advice!)  Photo 
courtesy  of  facehookcom 

of  the  dance. 

What  if  1 decide  1 donU  want  to  take  my 
Homecoming  date  after  all? 

Just  tell  her  your  cat  died.  Case  closed! 


T 
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You  hipsters  need  to  understand  the  word  indie 


By  Jamie  Joyce 
Staff  Writer 

Let's  start  with  the  basics.  Hipsters 
have  come  to  be  known  to  our  generation  as 
anyone  who  strives  to  be  out  of  the  ordinary, 
most  commonly  in  the  way  they  dress  and 
the  music  they  listen  to.  I’m  sure  all  you 
skinny-jean,  no-lens-glasses-wearing  kids 
are  scoffing  over  your  Starbucks  chai-latte 
whatevers  at  the  fact  that  I would  be  so 
crass  as  to  generalize  a group  who  so  pride 
themselves  on  being  different. 

But,  I'm  here  to  set  things  straight. 
Hipsters  are  no  different  from  any  other 
era-defining  trend.  Hipster  is  to  2010  what 
Emo  was  to  2005,  what  Goth  was  to  1 995, 
and  what  Grunge  was  to  1993.  Don’t  get 
defensive.  It's  just  the  facts. 

So  what  is  my  point?  Hey,  I'm  not 
blaming  anyone.  I’m  an  extremely  accepting 
person,  and  1 believe  that  people  should  be 
able  to  dress  and  act  die  way  they  want  to. 
My  fhistration  comes  from  a more  musical 
standpoint.  Hipsters  listen  to  indie  music. 
But  what  does  that  even  mean? 

Search  your  wool-stocking-hat- 
covered  heads  for  a second.  I feel  like  the 
word  indie  derives  from  something  else... 
oh  yeah!  Independent!  It's  called  Indepen- 
dent Music  because  it's  different  right? 
Wrong!  Independent,  or  indie,  is  not  a genre. 
Indie  music  is  a term  coined  by  the  music 
industry  to  describe  what  is  simply  music 
that  uses  an  independent  distribution  com- 
pany to  deliver  the  music  to  the  consumer, 
rather  than  a major  label.  But  unfortimately 
for  all  you  hipsters  out  there,  independent 
music  is  actually  extremely  hard  to  come  by 


these  days.  T 

Think  of  your  fa-  i 
vorite  “indie”  band.  Now  j 
find  out  what  record  label  j 
they’re  on.  Merge?  Mata-  1 
dor?  Nonesuch?  Barsuk?  1 
XL?  Those  surely  must  be 
independent  labels.  Well, 

I’m  sorry  to  report  that 
after  Warner  Bros.,  perhaps 
the  most  evil  and  poorly 
run  of  all  the  major  re- 
cord companies,  bought  the 
holy  Sub  Pop  in  January  of 
1995  (an  exact  49%,  which 
may  not  be  the  majority  but 
that's  just  splitting  hairs), 
the  Alternative  Distribu- 
tion Alliance  was  created  and  took  off  as 
the  world  leader  in  independent  music 
distribution.  It  seems  a bit  hypocritical  to 
me  that  95%  of  the  largest  “indie”  music 
distributor  is  owned  by  a major  label  such 
as  Warner  Bros.  And  even  the  5%  owned 
by  Sub  Pop  is  really  owned  by  Warner  as 
well,  considering  the  fact  that  Warner  owns 
a large  portion  of  Sub  Pop,  itself. 

All  of  those  “indie”  labels  which 
call  themselves  home  to  great  bands  such  as 
Vampire  Weekend,  the  Black  Keys,  Spoon, 
and  Arcade  Fire  are  actually  distributed 
through  a major  record  label.  Also,  unfor- 
tunately for  those  fans  who  will  defend 
bands  who  have  split  from  their  labels  like 
the  Shins  and  Radiohead,  they  wouldn’t 
have  gotten  to  the  status  they’re  at  now  had 
it  not  been  for  the  major  labels  in  the  first 
place. 

Now  I’m  not  trying  to  rain  on 


This  is  an 
album  by 

The  name  of 
this  album  is 

Brothers. 


Local  music  venue 
completes  move 


By  Chris  Hooks 
Staff  Writer 

On  the  weekend  of  August  8*,  the 
local  Christian  music  venue/coflfee  shop/ 
skate  park  known  as  Rocketown  officially 
opened  the  doors  to  its  brand  new  facility. 

The  move  was  necessary  after  the 
old  building  and  its  neighbor.  Sixth  Avenue 
Skatepark,  were  both  in  the  footprint  of  the 
new  Music  City  Center. 

Rocketown  has  taken  advantage 
of  the  move  to  upgrade  to  a bigger  space.  It 
now  boasts  both  an  indoor  and  an  outdoor 
skate  park,  as  well  as  larger  concert  floors 
and  a larger  coffee  shop  and  lounge. 


Even  though  the  move  was  city  mandated,  Rocketown 
seems  to  be  profiting  from  it's  relocation.  Photo 
courtesy  of  Google  Images 


Despite  the  move,  Rocketown  has 
managed  to  stay  in  business  in  a temporary 
location  next  to  their  new  location,  known 
as  the  “White  Building.” 

During  the  moving  process,  the 
venue  was  not  able  to  book  more  well- 
known  bands  due  to  the  limited  space,  but 
with  the  larger  concert  area,  Rocketown  has 
already  lined  up  some  pretty  well-known 
artists  for  the  upcoming  months.  From  metal 
(or  “scrcamo,"  if  you  will)  giants  such  as 
Whitechapel,  August  Bums  Red,  and  Bring 
Me  the  Horizon,  to  more  mainstream  alter- 
native bands  such  as  Flyleaf  and  30  Seconds 
to  Mars. 

Even  though  Rocketown  is  book- 
ing more  and  more  popular 
artists,  ticket  prices  still 
remain  very  low,  with  all 
shows  being  under  thirty 
dollars,  and  most  shows 
under  twenty. 

All  in  all,  Rocke- 
town's  city-mandated  move 
has  improved  their  business 
significantly,  and  the  future 
looks  bright. 

Check  out  their 
website,  Rockctown.com, 
for  more  info  and  upcoming 
event  details. 


anyone’s  parade  here.  I’m  neither  defend- 
ing nor  attacking  the  major  labels.  I’m  just 
trying  to  make  this  information  known  so 
that  teenagers,  such  as  us,  will  have  a bet- 
ter understanding  of  the  music  industry  and 
what  truly  makes  a band,  record  label,  or 
song  “independent.” 

But  I still  haven’t  gotten  to  the 
point  have  I?  The  reader  is  still  unsure  about 
what  I’m  arguing.  My  problem  with  the 
hipsters  of  today  is  that  music  has  recently 
become  a competition.  Not  for  the  bands, 
but  for  the  fans.  You  see,  all  of  a sudden  mu- 
sic has  become  less  enjoyable  as  it  becomes 
more  of  a race  to  reach  the  obscure;  a quest 
to  be  the  first  to  reach  that  independent  pot 
of  musical  gold  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow. 
And  with  the  Internet  and  publications  such 
as  Pitchfork  Magazine  nowadays,  the  search 
has  never  been  more  competitive. 

Then,  once  the  goal  has  been 
reached,  said  band  is  hidden  away  and  only 
to  be  used  for  the  discoverer’s  personal 
satisfaction  in  knowing  that  he/she  was  the 
first.  That,  my  fnends,  is  stupid. 

To  me,  these  people  are  not  really 
fans  of  the  music.  Most  of  them  just  illegally 
download  the  music  anyway.  The  fact  that 
people  will  go  so  far  as  to  stop  listening  to  a 
band  simply  because  they  have  gotten  a little 
bit  more  popular  or  because  they've  started 
to  get  some  coverage  by  iTunes  or  Rolling 
Stone  is  ridiculous.  If  they  were  really  fans, 
they  would  be  happy  for  the  success. 

You’re  currently  racking  your 
brains  and  trying  to  think  of  an  instance 
of  when  utter  hypocrisy,  such  as  this,  has 
been  demonstrated.  Ever  heard  of  a band 
called  Kings  of  Leon?  Of  course  you  have. 
Since  releasing  their  latest  album.  Only  By 
The  Night,  in  2009,  KOL  has  been  topping 


Indie  favorites  Arcade  Fire, 
The  Black  Keys,  and  Vampire 
Weekend  are  actually 
distributed  by  major  record 
labels.  Could  the  musical  mood 
swings  of  “hipsters”  lead  them 
to  turn  against  these  artists 
and  call  them  “sell  outs” 
should  they  experience  a major 
rise  in  popularity  like  that  of 
Kings  of  Leon  in  2009? 

Photos  courtesy  of  Google 
Images. 


the  charts  in  just  about  every  country. 
Unfortunately,  they’ve  also  been  accused 
of  “selling  out.”  Selling  out?  Because  they 
finally,  and  pretty  much  accidentally,  broke 
through  to  a larger  audience  so  that  their 
music  could  be  shared  to  the  world  and 
inspire  people  in  the  exact  way  that  it  has 
inspired  us?  How  dare  they!  What  people 
fail  to  understand  is  that  bands  naturally 
mature  and  progress,  just  as  we  do.  They 
are  human.  Get  over  it  if  Only  By  The  Night 
doesn’t  sound  like  Aha  Shake  Heartbreak. 
It  was  still  a great  album.  And  the  fact  that 
they’re  making  money  off  of  it  doesn’t 
make  them  any  less  “indie”  than  they  were 
before.  They  were  on  a major  label  to  begin 
with  and  everyone  still  liked  the  music 
then. 

“Indie”  music  is  a sham.  It’s  a 
marketing  scheme.  Major  labels  and  dis- 
tributors actually  go  through  a great  deal 
of  trouble  to  make  sure  that  information 
like  this  never  actually  reaches  the  average 
listener,  or  hipster  as  I have  come  to  call 
them.  Chances  are,  if  you  are  stumbling 
around  on  Myspace  and  you  come  across  a 
band  that  you’ve  never  heard  of  before  and 
they’re  actually  good,  it  won’t  be  another 
year  until  they've  started  to  get  some  at- 
tention. It's  just  the  way  the  world  works. 

Enjoy  the  music.  Don’t  hide  it 
away  or  shun  something  simply  because 
it’s  popular.  And  for  those  of  you  who’Sre 
going  to  complain  about  how  it's  merely  a 
taste  issue  and  about  how  you  never  liked 
Kings  of  Leon  to  begin  with,  you  can  be 
quiet  because  in  only  a few  years  time 
you’ll  already  be  claiming  that  you  never 
liked  Arcade  Fire.  Share  the  music,  and  the 
love,  and  all  that  stuff,  and  stop  being  to 
pretentious.  Seriously,  it’s  annoying. 
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Capt.  Norton  has  super  secret  school  spirit  playlist 

By  Marc  Giguere 
Entertainment  co-Editor 

We  might  not  all  be  quite  as  excited  about  school  starting  back  up  as  Capt.  Norton,  but  that’s  only  because  we  don’t  have  his  highly  guarded, 
government-issue,  i-tunes  playlist  of  songs  to  get  us  back  into  the  groove.  At  least  not  until  now!  I jacked  his  i-pod,  wrote  down  the  songs  and  the  art- 
ists, and  then  gently  placed  it  back  in  its  dock,  and  got  out  of  his  house.  This  is  what  I compiled  from  my  research: 

Dr.  Yang  by  Ben  Folds  - This  song  is  a great  way  to  remind  us  how  terribly  contrived  life  is  outside  of  a structured  school  day. 

New  Math  by  Bo  Burnham  - A song  that  takes  math  and  makes  it  fun  and  offensive  again,  just  like  it  used  to  be! 

Long  Line  of  Cars  by  Cake  - Traffic  is  brutal  on  school  days,  especially  in  the  morning.  Cake  knows  it,  and  this  sensitive  band  sympathizes  with 

you. 

The  Running  Free  by  Coheed  and  Cambria  - This  song  perfectly  embodies  the  emotion  you  feel  at  the  end  of  8*  period.  That  is,  unless  you’re 
on  the  football  team. . . that  emotion  is  probably  better  summed  up  by  / Want  To  Be  Sedated  by  The  Ramones. ... 

Growing  on  Me  by  The  Darkness  - Not  feeling  this  new  class  you’re  taking?  Hate  your  lab  partner?  Are  you  generally  just  unpleasant,  and  not  a 
very  go-with-the-flow  kind  of  person?  Well,  then,  let  this  song  get  you  into  an  open-minded  state-of-mind. 

Black  History  Month  by  Death  From  Above  1979  - This  song  sounds  educational.  It’s  not.  But  it  is  a good  old  American  rock  song,  so  play  it 
loud  if  you’re  a patriot!  Play  it  soft,  and  you're  an  anarchist.  How  loud  is  loud  enough  to  be  a patriot?  Well,  we’ll  see,  won’t  we....? 

Unstoppable  by  Foxy  Shazam  - Didn’t  read  that  pesky  book?  Didn’t  review  your  flashcards  before  your  Spanish  quiz?  Well,  who  needs  study- 
ing!? Crush  that  test  with  pure  enthusiasm! 

Any  Way  You  Want  It  by  Journey  - The  cafeteria  attendant  will  only  give  you  a chicken  patty  OR  spaghetti?  BLASPHEMY!  Sing  this  song  to 
her  gently  until  she  adopts  the  Burger  King  philosophy. 

Communications  Breakdown  by  Led  Zeppelin  - Maybe  if  we  all  get  the  Led  out  enough,  the  internet  will  work  on  Theme  Day. 

The  Kids  Aren  t Alright  by  The  Offspring  - Let’s  all  be  good  role  models  for  the  junior  school  this  year,  because  according  to  this  song,  without 
positive,  adult  influence,  you  turn  out  to  be  a multi-platinum,  award-winning  rock  star,  and  NONE  of  us  wants  that  for  them. 

Fat  Bottomed  Girls  by  Queen  - The  Ultimate  team  anthem  is  still  a great  song  over  thirty  years  later. 

Leave  That  Thing  Alone  by  Rush  - Here’s  looking  at  you,  Giguere. 

Where  Boys  Fear  to  Tread  by  The  Smashing  Pumpkins  - Who  knew  that  The  Smashing  Pumpkins  wrote  a song  for  Ensworth  about  our  school? 

1 didn’t...  that’s  pretty  righteous. 

Holiday  by  Vampire  Weekend  - Just  keep  on  singing  it  until  winter  break.  That’s  right. . . block  out  your  problems. . ..  Good. 
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Lollapalooza  2010 


By  Lucas  Littlejohn 
Staff  Writer 

Dictionary.com  defines  a lollapa- 
looza  as  "^an  extraordinary  or  unusual  thing, 
person,  or  event,”  and  the  20 1 0 Lollapalooza 
was  nothing  less  than  extraordinary. 

The  massive  three-day  music 
festival  occurs  annually  (this  year  on  the 
weekend  of  August  6-8)  in  Grant  Park  of 
downtown  Chicago,  Illinois.  Featuring 
over  130  bands  and  artists  from  the  most 
mainstream  of  the  mainstream  to  the  most 
obscure  of  the  obscure,  the  festival  is  sure 
to  please  even  the  most  skeptical  attendee. 

The  sheer  size  and  hype  behind 
the  festival  was  truly  incredible,  with  the 
320-acre  park  being  filled  by  eight  full-size 
stages.  The  number  of  people  in  attendance 
is  absolutely  jaw-dropping;  even  moving 
from  a congested  to  clear  area  was  difficult 
and  took  time  and  patience.  Fortunately, 
Chicago  is  nothing  like  Nashville  in  the 
summertime,  and  the  temperature  hovered 
around  a sunny,  “balmy”  85  degrees. 

While  every  concert  I took  part  in 
put  a smile  on  my  face,  three  in  particular 
stood  out  as  exceptional:  The  Strokes,  Phoe- 
nix, and  MGMT.  Their  show  at  Lolla  was 
one  of  the  hrst  that  the  Strokes  had  played  in 
several  years,  and  they  made  sure  it  would 
leave  their  mark  in  the  minds  of  their  loyal 
fans.  The  sheer  energy  of  the  Friday  night 
concert  impressed  me,  and  the  lighting,  an 
LED  show  of  colors,  shapes,  and  fog,  was 


spectacular.  Of  course,  the  group  played 
favorites  such  as  “Last  Nite”,  “What  Ever 
Happened?”,  and  “Reptilia,”  which  easily 
riled  fans  up.  Jamie  Joyce  described  them 
as  “angels  sent  down  from  heaven  to  blow 
our  minds.” 

On  Saturday  night,  the  massively 
popular  French  band  Phoenix  played,  which 
was  a special  experience  to  me,  as  Phoenix 
is  a favorite  of  mine.  My  friends  Hayden 
Deakins,  Jack  Emerson,  and  I waited  for 
three  hours  to  get  a good  spot,  and  we  ended 
up  being  about  20  yards  away  from  the  lead 
singer.  The  concert  did  no  less  than  blew  my 
mind  from  the  start  to  the  finish.  They  ended 
up  playing  their  whole  Wolfgang  Amadeus 
Phoenix  album,  including  popular  songs 
such  as  “Lisztomania”,  “1901”,  “Lasso”, 
and  “Armistice”,  as  well  as  songs  from  other 
albums,  like  “Long  Distance  Call”,  all  of 
which  they  performed  flawlessly. 

It  seemed  that  the  band  was  as 
much  in  awe  of  the  crowd  as  the  crowd  was 
in  awe  of  the  band,  with  the  lead  singer  say- 
ing that  they  had  never  played  in  front  of  so 
many  fans.  The  concert  ended  with  a bang 
when  the  lead  singer,  Thomas  Mars,  jumped 
into  the  crowd  and  crowd  surfed  during  their 
last  song. 

On  Sunday  afremoon,  the  three  of 
us  took  part  in  the  MGMT  concert.  There 
was,  again,  an  unreal  number  of  people  at 
the  show.  MGMT  is  a very  talented  group 
and  they  put  on  a great  show,  playing  songs 
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Lead  vocalist  Thomas  Mars  of  the  French  foursome  Phoenix  rocks  hard  at 
Lollapalooza  in  Chicago.  Phoenix,  MGMT,  and  The  Strokes  were  among  the 
favorite  acts  at  the  3-day  music  festival.  Photos  courtesy  of  LollapaloozaFest. 


ranging  from  “The  Youth”, 
“Time  to  Pretend”,  and  “Elec- 
tric Feel”  on  their  Oracular 
Spectacular  album  to  “Brian 
Eno”  and  “Flash  Delirium”  on 
their  Congratulations  album. 
They  ended  the  show  with  their 
most  popular  song,  “Kids”,  and 
took  it  a step  further  when  they 
involved  the  crowd  by  telling 
us  to  sing  along  to  a portion  of 
the  song. 

Overall,  Lollapalooza 
ended  up  being  an  incredible 
experience  for  me  and  my 
friends,  with  a massive  selec- 
tion of  famous  and  talented 
bands  wrapped  up  in  the  safe, 
clean,  fun  environment  of  Grant 
Park  in  downtown  Chicago. 


Julian  Casablancas  of  The  Strokes  sings  in  front  of 
a spectacular  LED  light  show.  Lollapalooza  was  one 
of  the  first  shows  The  Strokes  have  played  in  years, 
but  they  were  as  tight  as  ever. 
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Wally’s  movie  reviews  for  the  attention  deficient 


By  Walton  IVf  acey 
Staff  Movie  Maven 

Inception.... vf owl  I was  lucky  enough  to  be  one 
of  the  many  who  saw  the  midnight  showing.  I had  seen 
the  commercials  with  the  crazy  special  effects  and  really 
dramatic  music,  so  1 was  a little  excited,  but  not  expecting 
too  much. 

I was  totally  unaware  of  what  I was  about  to  witness. 
I had  no  idea  what  the  basic  gist  of  the  movie  was  or  what 
inception  meant.  And,  after  seeing  the  movie  three  more 
times.  I’m  still  confused  about  what  inception  means,  but 
I have  a basic  understanding  of  what  all  went  down  in  this 
movie. 

Nevertheless,  Inception  exceeded  all  expectations. 
The  movie  starts  a little  slow,  like  there  is  a little  bit  of 
cool  action  and  a whole  lot  of  confusion.  Once  the  movie 
picks  up  the  pace,  you  will  be  completely  invested  in  the 
plot  and  characters. 

Randomly,  after  one  really  intense  scene,  a stranger 
in  front  of  me  yelled  “This  movie  is  awesome!!”.  IT  WAS!! 
Leonardo  DiCaprio  has  earned  my  respect  after  Inception 
and  Shutter  Island.  He’s  probably  going  to  win  some  award 
for  his  performance. 

The  girl  from  Juno  did  alright,  and  the  rest  of  the  cast 
was  amazing,  also. 

I highly  recommend  that  you  see  this  movie  soon.  If 
you  have  already  seen  it,  go  see  it  again.  This  is  the  type  of 
intellectual  action  thriller  that  you  must  see  more  than  once 
to  grasp  fully  its  greatness. 

Christopher  Nolan,  Leonardo  DiCaprio,  and 
Ellen  Page  team  up  and  the  result.  Inception^  was 
fantastic.  Certainly  worth  seeing  in  theaters..rwice.. 
three  times..maybe  four!  Spanky  sure  liked  it  Photo 
courtesy  of  Google  Images. 


Top  10  Movie  Plots /Twist 

Memento-  Craziest  way  to  film  a movie.  Defi- 
nitely a thinker.  You  will  love  the  ending. 

Inception-see  above. 

Usual  Suspects-  Awesome  mobster/crime 
movie  that  will  blow  your  mind. 

Shutter  Island-  This  movie  will  mess  with 
your  head.  Leonardo  DiCaprio  as  a detective  at  an 
insane  asylum. 

Fight  Club-  The  most  intense  movie  in  years. 
Brad  Pitt  and  Edward  Norton  form  an  underground 
“fight  club”,  and  the  movie  gets  more  ridiculous 
from  there. 

Prestige-  The  actor  who  plays  Wolverine  in 
X-men  and  the  guy  who  plays  Batman  in  the  Dark 
Knight  face-off  in  a legit  story  about  two  competing 
magicians. 

Deja  vu-  Denzel  Washington  at  his  finest. 
Nuff  said. 

12  Monkeys-  Bruce  Willis  and  Brad  Pitt  in  the 
future.  Brad  Pitt’s  funniest  character.  Really  sweet 
ending. 

The  Game- 1 had  never  heard  of  this  movie  but 
watched  it  on  a whim  and  loved  every  minute  of  it. 
Michael  Douglass  has  one  crazy  day. 

Sixth  Sense-M  you  don’t  know  the  ending  to 
this  movie,  hurry  up  and  see  it. 

^ Spanky  gives 

\ Inception  two 

thumbs  up! 
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Varallo’s  is  old  but  still 


a Nashville 


Hello,  readers,  and  welcome  back 
from  summer  break!  I would  love  to  imagine 
that  a lot  of  you  are  reading  this,  but  I’m 
pretty  sure  most  of  you  guys  are  resting  your 
eyes  from  speed  reading  all  of  Mountains 
Beyond  Mountains  in  the  last  few  days.  So, 
then,  I will  write  to  the  few  who  read  their 
books  right  after  exams  and  had  a stress- free 
summer. 

I was  asked  to  review  a rather 
unique  restaurant  this  summer,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  1 found  one.  When  seeing  one  of 
their  old  1907  menus  around  my  house,  I 
decided  to  do  some  further  research  into 
Varallo’s. 

Varallo’s  is  the  oldest  restaurant  in 
Nashville  and  carries  much  history  with  its 
old  age.  As  America  has  seen  tremendous 
change  over  the  past  103  years,  Varallo’s 
has  been  along  for  the  journey,  but  the  eatery 


favorite 

hasn’t  changed  what  they  do  best.  It  is  still 
owned  by  the  Varallo  family,  now  reaching 
the  fourth  generation.  From  Frank  Varallo, 
Sr.  in  1 907  to  Todd  and  Tony  Varallo  today, 
the  restaurant  hopefully  will  be  in  the  family 
for  many  more  generations  to  come. 

Walk  into  the  restaurant  around 
lunch  time  and  you  will  sec  how  much  the 
Varallo  family  cares  about  their  customers, 
as  all  of  the  employees  generally  know  all 
of  the  frequent  customers  by  name.  Varallo's 
was  also  the  first  restaurant  in  Nashville  to 
have  its  beer  license  after  Prohibition  was 
repealed.  At  that  time  a bottle  of  beer  cost 
10  cents  and  a bottle  of  Coca  Cola  cost  5 
-cents.  Further,  a bowl  of  chili  would  cost 
you  1 S cents  at  that  time. 

I would  love  to  write  about  how 
great  the  food  was  in  1 907,  but  obviously  I 
have  no  idea.  Therefore,  I tried  the  food  in 
2010,  and  I do  not  regret  it.  I had  a burger 
and  fries  that  were  excellent.  Varallo's  also 
has  a meat  and  three  menu  that  changes 
daily. 

Varallo’s  is  most  notable  for  its 
chili,  though.  Started  as  a chili  parlor,  the 
chili  at  Varallo’s  is  superb.  Varallo’s  also  has 
a breakfast  menu  that  serves  most  breakfast 
classics  that  come  to  mind,  such  as  biscuits, 
eggs,  bacon,  and  pancakes. 

Varallo’s  is  located  at  239  4*  Av- 
enue North  in  downtown  Nashville.  As  their 
menu  says,  “One  Picture  Is  Worth  a Thou- 
sand Words  - One  Taste  is  Worth  a Thou- 
sand Pictures”.  So,  go  experience  the  good 
taste  of  Nashville’s  oldest  restaurant!! 
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Moe's  proLfdly  SLrpports 

Montgomery  Bell 
Academy  sports 


Brentwood  Belle  Meade 

101  Creekside  Crossing  4326  Harding  Pike 
Brentwood.  TN  37027  Nashville,  TN  37205 

615-577-MOES  (6637)  615-383-7871 

Cool  Springs  Murfreesboro  Spring  Hill 

401-A  Cool  Spring  Blvd.  452-A  N.  Thompson  Ln.  1001  Crossing  Blvd. 

Franklin,  TN  37067  Murfreesboro.  TN  37129  Spring  Hill,  TN  37174 

615-778-MOES  (6637)  615-904-MOES  (6637)  931-486-2021 


Meal"  upgrade' 

witl^  purchase  of 
any  er^tree  $5  or  more 

One  coupon  per  perwn/per  visiL  Not  for  tetaH  sale.  No  cash  vahie. 
Promotionat  use  only.  Cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer  or 
promotion.  VaWd  only  at  participating  locations.  Void  where  prohibited. 
Expires;  6/3(V20tl.  Code;  MBANewslO 


o-“>  i'C 

any  purchase 

o-f  il5  or  rnore 


One  coupon  per  person/per  visil.  Not  for  retail  sale.  No  cash  value. 
Promotionai  use  only.  Cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer  or 
promotion.  Valid  only  at  participating  locations.  Void  where  prohibited. 
Expires:  6/30/2011.  Code:  MBANewslO 


moes.com 


oil 

any  catering  order 
of  $750  or  more 


One  coupon  per  person/per  visit  Not  for  retail  sale.  No  cash  value. 
Promotional  use  only.  Cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offer  or 
promotion.  VaUd  only  at  participating  locations.  Void  where  prohRyiled. 
Expires:  6/30/2011.  Code:  MBANewslO 


moes.com 


The/ MBA  MoThery'  Cluh' 

proudly  supports  The  Bell  Ringer 


Visit  the  Mothers’  Club  Big  Red  Store! 
Buy  Sweatshirts,  T-shirts,  Jackets,  Caps, 
Blankets,  and  more!!! 

Great  Variety.  Great  Prices.  - 
All  Big  Red. 
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MBA  soccer  watches 


2010  Big  Red  football 


SA  World  Cup  2010 


By  George  Swenson 
Staff  Sports  Writer 

This  year  marked  the  19th  play- 
ing of  the  FIFA  World  Cup  Games.  Every 
country  was  watching  to  see  if  its  own 
team  could  pull  out  a victory.  Throughout 
the  World  Cup  the  entire  United  States  was 
watching  to  see  how  its  team  was  doing  in 
South  Africa.  The  hype  and  the  passion  for 
the  United  States  team  to  succeed  brought 
much  national  attention  to  the  sport. 

Among  those  people  intently 
watching  were  MBA  soccer  coaches 
Cheevers  and  Klausner.  While  watching 
just  for  the  pure  love  of  the  sport,  they 
also  hoped  to  learn  a few  tips  along  the 
way.  Coach  Cheevers  said  that  he  was  not 
surprised  that  Spain  won  because  it  was  the 
most  technical  team.  The  poor  performance 
of  England,  however,  did  not  surprise  Coach 
Cheevers,  calling  the  team  “totally  over- 
rated.*' He  only  hopes  that  one  day  England 
will  go  back  to  the  grass  roots  and  instill 
the  much  needed  technical  skills  into  the 
youth. 

What  did  surprise  him,  though, 
was  the  attitude  of  the  French  players.  “It  is 


a sad  day  when  players  refuse  to  carry  out 
instructions  of  the  coach  and  then  boycott 
the  team’s  training.” 

Coach  Klausner  watched  the  World 
Cup  unfold  because  of  its  amazing  dynamic. 
To  see  undiscovered  superstars  outperform 
the  expected  superstars  adds  much  excite- 
ment and  tension.  On  the  same  topic,  he 
finds  it  thrilling  to  watch  a young  German 
team  defeat  Argentina,  full  of  seasoned 
veterans.  He  too,  though,  feels  that  Spain 
was  the  most  dominant  team  throughout  the 
tournament. 

Both  Coach  Cheevers  and  Klaus- 
ner are  optimistic  that  the  World  Cup  will 
have  a positive  effect  on  MBA’s  teams. 
Coach  Cheevers  hopes  that  the  hype  and 
the  passion  for  soccer  will  continue  and  that 
more  boys  will  participate  in  the  great  soccer 
program  at  MBA.  Coach  Klausner  loves  the 
fact  that  the  USA  team  has  such  superstars 
as  Landon  Donovan  for  his  younger  players 
to  emulate. 

The  coaches  are  positive  that  the 
inspiration  and  excitement  created  by  the 
World  Cup  will  make  a state  title  for  MBA 
achievable,  especially  after  our  exceptional 
2009  season. 


MBA  golf  team  starts 
strong,  has  young  talent 


2dl0-2011  Varsity  Golf  Roster 
Austin  Doebler  2012 
Cal  Fisher  2014 
Cody  Fisher  2011 
Chase  Mathews  2014 
Roe  Moore  2012 
Hayden  Morgan  201 1 
Will  Peffen  2012 
Bevan  Petrikin  2013 
Brandon  Sauermann  2012 
Sam  Waitt  2013 


By  Cody  Fisher 
Staff  Writer 

Under  new  coach  John  Harvey,  the 
MBA  golf  team  has  opened  the  year  with  a 
promising  start,  going  2 and  0 in  its  first  two 
tournaments. 

The  team  began  the  season  with  a 
big  victory  down  in  Port  St.  Lucie.  Florida 
at  the  Nations  Golf  Classic,  led  by  the  team 
of  Hayden  Morgan,  Roe  More,  Chase  Mat- 
thews, and  Austin  Doebler. 

That  win  was  followed  up  on 
August  5 when  the  team  of  Cal  Fisher,  Roe 
Moore,  Austin  Doebler,  Hayden  Morgan, 
and  Will  Peffen  won  the  Stan  McNabb 
Tournament  by  four  strokes  in  Tullahoma. 
Hayden  won  the  tournament  outright,  shoot- 
ing an  even  par  72.  Freshman  Cal  Fisher  was 
quoted  afterward  as  saying,  “Yeah,  Hayden 
played  pretty  good,  but  I know  I can  beat 
him  if  I try.”  Good  luck  with  your  endeavors, 
Calvin. 

The  team  is  led  by  seniors  Hayden 
Morgan  and  Cody  Fisher,  with  juniors  Roe 
Moore,  Austin  Doebler,  Brandon  Sauerman, 
Will  Peffen,  and  Bevan  Petrikin  backing 
them  up.  Sophomore  Sam  Waitt  and  ft^h- 
men  Cal  Fisher  and  Chase  Matthews  are  all 
new  to  the  team. 

The  team  hopes  to  continue  its 
winning  streak  all  the  way  to  state,  and  the 
golfers  would  love  all  the  support  they  can 
get.  And  Roll  Red! 


season  begins  Friday 

By  Connor  Caldwell 

Cn/irrc  scHously,  how'  could  our  line  be  a weakness 

with  Miller  Higgins  there?  ‘Nuf  said. 


Football  season  is  back!  Well,  I guess 
it  never  really  ended,  but  now  we  get  to  hit 
bad  guys  for  a change.  Now,  everyone's 
been  asking  “How  are  we  gonna  do  this 
year?”  Seriously,  guys?  It’s  MBA.  We’re 
on  a hill.  We’re  gonna  pretty  much  domi- 
nate. What  else  do  I need  to  say?  With  1 5 
returning  starters,  we’re  ready  to  roll  red.  As 
many  of  y’all  may  know  from  the  incessant 
whining  of  our  players,  we’ve  been  hard  at 
work  all  summer.  Meanwhile,  certain  oppo- 
nents (who  will  remain  unnamed)  have  been 
finishing  up  their  coloring  books  in  summer 
school  at  a recently  flooded  rival  high  school 
(which  will  also  remain  unnamed). 

According  to  the  coaches’  poll  of  local 
teams,  MBA  is  ranked  #1  in  the  mid-state 
for  the  preseason.  The  assessment  listed 
our  strength  as  our  skill  players,  but  our 
weakness  as  our  line.  I agree  that  our  backs 
(De’ Ante  Hughes,  Tyler  Franks,  Joe  Riegle, 
Alec  Hunt,  Ben  Coode,  Jhamal  Wright,  and 
others)  will  run  train  on  just  about  any- 
body. But  calling  our  line  a weakness? 
Really,  local  coaches?  Really?  We  graduate 
our  line  every  year,  and  every  year  we  come 
out  and  do  work.  This  year  we  get  to  keep 
both  Andrei  “the  giant”  and  the  ridiculously 
good-looking  Connor  Caldwell  on  the  D- 
line,  and  everyone’s  favorite  teddy  bear, 
Chris  Sandwith,  is  leading  the  O-line.  And 


As  the  pools  are  boiling,  and  the  trees 
are  burning  in  the  raging  inferno  that  we  call 
August,  our  team  has  been  risking  its  lives, 
and  our  tans,  to  practice.  While  most  of  you 
slackers  out  there  were  asleep,  at  the  pool, 
or  playing  “whatever  it  is  y’all  play  now,” 
we  were  rtmning  into  each  other  dressed 
head  to  toe  in  metal  and  plastic.  Now  that’s 
the  life.  As  for  our  plays,  we  have  this  one 
really  good  one,  where  one  of  our  guys  takes 
the  ball  and  runs  really,  really  far.  and  then 
we  get  six  points.  That  one’s  probably  my 
favorite. 

This  can’t  be  a football  article  without 
mentioning  the  fans.  I strongly  believe  that 
we  have  the  best  fans  in  the  state,  nay,  the 
country.  So  it’s  time  for  y’all  to  prove  it.  I 
will  be  sorely  disappointed  if  even  a single 
student  is  still  wearing  a shirt  in  the  stands. 
I know  you  all  want  an  excuse  to  take  your 
shirts  off  in  front  of  Harpeth  Hall  girls  any- 
way, so  let  this  be  your  chance.  And  every 
senior  better  have  his  number  painted  on 
somebody’s  back.  That’s  just  a given.  And, 
whatever  those  horn  things  that  the  World 
Cup  stole  from  us,  yeah,  those  are  coming 
back.  I don’t  want  Ensworth  to  be  able  to 
hear  themselves  . . . think  ...  do  Ensworth 
players  think?  . . . Never  mind,  you  know 
what  I’m  getting  at.  Let’s  show  everyone 
why  we  are  so  good.  I look  forward  to  the 
season  with  all  of  y’all.  USA!  USA!  USA! 


6uy  Any  Size  Smoothie 
Get  One  Smoothie  of 
Equal  or  Lesser  Value  FREE! 


4546  Harding  Pike 
Nastivilli,  IN  37205 
Phone  (615)  303-7757 


RESTRICTIONS: 

- EipcrnOcto^  10,^10 

-Original  Coupons  Oviy 
No  copies  or  downloads 

-Valid  in  Store  Only 

-Cannot  be  redeemed  by 
combining  tw  o smalls 
mediums  into  a large 


GLUCK 

ORTHODONTICS 
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2002  Richard  Jones  Road  Ste.  A-200  ; 

615-269-5903  j 

www.drgluck.com 


A Legendary  and  One~of~a-Kind  Experience 


“I  love  Dr.  Gluck!” 

-Spanky  the  Ewok,  The  Bell  Binger^%  mascot 

Daniel  Gluck  2003 
Jonathan  Gluck  2004 
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RoU  Red! 

Men  wearing  red  found  to  trigger  female  desire 


By  Andrew  Powell 
Editor-in-Chief 

Unlike  the  article  below,  this  one  is 
founded  100%  in  truth.  No  joke.  Check  it 
out  on  cbsnews.com! 

A recent  top  story  on  CBS  opens  with: 
“Forget  chocolates  and  flowers,  guys.  If 
you  want  to  make  a big  impression  on  the 
opposite  sex,  try  adding  red  to  your  daily 
wardrobe.  Lots  of  red.” 

An  international  committee  of  scien- 
tists has  confirmed  a fact  that  has  been  long 
known  on  the  Hill:  the  color  Red  simply 
makes  a man  more  desirable! 

Cbsnews.com  reports  that  scientists 
have  recently  found  that  men  wearing  red 
are  more  attractive  to  women.  Can  I get  a 
Roll  Red?!  The  color  apparently  “makes  a 
man  seem  more  powerful  and  more  sexually 
desirable  to  women,”  according  to  a study 
appearing  in  the  Journal  of  Experimental 
Psychology. 

Scientists  posit  women  associate  men 
wearing  red  with  higher  status  and  think 
them  more  likely  to  make  a good  living. 


This  unconscious  association  leads  to  the 
attraction  says  University  of  Rochester 
Psychologist  Andrew  Elliot. 

This  “red-effect”  is  not  unique  to 
American  culture.  It  has  been  observed  in 
many  various  places  and  peoipe  groups 
around  the  world.  This  fact  suggests  the 
power  of  red  is  a historical  or  biological  fac- 
tor rather  than  a cultural  adaptation,  which 
is  a very  significant  distinction  in  finding 
the  root  cause  of  red’s  greatness. 

But.  that's  not  all  folks!  Red  is  so  far 
superior  to  all  the  other  colors  that  the  red 
effect  goes  beyond  even  the  entire  human 
population  on  Earth  - similar  female  attrac- 
tion to  males  wearing  red  has  been  observed 
in  other  species,  such  as  crustaceans,  fish, 
birds  and  nonhuman  primates. 

“In  the  wild,  red  is  an  indicator  of 
physical  strength  and  dominance,"  explains 
Dr.  Elliot.  In  the  TSSAA,  it  clearly  is  as 
well. 

Studies  attempting  to  demonstrate  the 
negative,  repulsive  effects  of  males  wearing 
orange  and  black  are  in  their  early  stages,  but 
have  yet  to  reach  any  conclusions. 


MBA  starts  worldwide  Vuvuzela  phenomenon 


By  Scott  Dalton 
Staff  Wind  Instrument 

Recently  MBA  students  and  the  rest 
of  the  world  have  been  exposed  to  what 
Wikipedia  would  call  a “brass”  instrument 
that  releases  120  decibels  and  a standard 
B flat  sound.  Ip  case  you  are  not  musically 
inclined  (44.23%  of  the  United  States  popu- 
lation is  not),  then  B flat  is  the  same  note 
in  which  your  toilet  flushes.  1 20  decibels  is 
a number  that  means  mostly  nothing  to  the 
general  population.  However,  when  more 
closely  examined,  could  it  be  true  that  MBA 
students  have  started  the  worldwide  revolu- 
tion known  as  Vuvuzela  fever? 

Let’s  cut  to  the  chase:  YES.  Is  there 
solid  proof?  YES. 

Let’s  use  Wikipedia  here  to  diminish 
the  popular  myths  about  the  inventor  of  the 
Vuvuzela.  The  first  and  most  noted  supposed 
inventor  (according  to  Wikipedia)  was  nick- 
named “Saddam”  in  High  School... that’s 
legit.  Wikipedia  claims  that  Winslow  Homer 
referenced  the  Vuvuzela  in  one  of  his  1 870’s 
novels...  false. 

So,  it  is  clear  that  we  need  to  flash 


back  to  last  year’s  not  quite  13-0  football 
season.  Enter  the  red  Vuvuzela  into  Big  Red 
Nation.  When  asked  about  the  Vuvuzela’s 
effect  on  the  overall  effectivenessof  the  Big 
Red  defense,  the  general  consensus  of  the 
football  team  was  death  from  heat  stroke. 
Partha  Reddy  commented  by  saying  “tre  fo’ 
” and  throwing  up  some  sort  of  gang  sign. 

With  no  apparent  inspiration  or  truth 
from  the  previous  comments,  the  players 
of  the  Ensworth  football  team  were  sent  an 
email  with  the  same  question;  their  response 
was  simply  nothing  because  they  were  all 
in  the  Hamptons  for  the  weekend,  watching 
film  and  snorkeling.  So,  from  where  did 
the  idea  for  the  invention  of  the  Vuvuzela 
come? 

After  playing  The  Beatles  record 
“Abby  Road”  backwards,  if  is  apparent 
that  Paul  McCartney  is  a walrus  and  that  in 
I%9  Neil  Armstrong  used  small  amounts 
of  moon  rock  to  breed  the  first  Vuvuzela. 
After  bringing  the  moon  rock  to  scientific 
greats  such  as  Albert  Einstein,  Isaac  New- 
ton, Gregor  Mendel  and  Bill  Gates,  it  was 
recorded  that  subsequently  Steve  Jobs  stole 
everything  and  then  lost  the  secret  formula 


in  his  attempt  to  make  computers  whose 
target  market  is  teenage  girls.  In  a desperate 
attempt  to  claim  some  sort  of  invention  to  go 
global,  the  African  Nations  got  together  and 
voted  Nelson  Mandela  to  officially  claim  the 
rights  to  the  Vuvuzela.  Unfortunately,  he 
was  too  busy  starring  in  the  movie  Invictus 
to  do  anything  about  it. 

When  all  attempts  failed  to  patent  and 
market  the  Vu^oizela,  the  Big  Red  pounced 
on  another  opportunity  to  make  history  by 
buying  cheap  plastic  and  marketing  it  to 
inferiors  who  wish  they  were  on  a hill.  Once 
the  Vuvuzela  was  introduced  into  a Big  Red 
football  game,  France  immediately  cried 
and  asked  if  we  could  destroy  them  and  our 
second  amendment.  Standing  tall,  the  Big 
Red  nation  continued  to  use  and  market  the 
Vuvuzela,  full  well  knowing  that  the  World 
Cup  would  soon  be  the  target  market.  After 
an  extraordinary  season  of  football  and 
busted  eardrums,  the  Big  Red  Vuvuzela 
entered  the  world  stage. 

Immediately  after 
145,987,456,778,069  units  of  Vuvuzela 
were  sold  to  the  Afncan  nations,  Wimbledon 
pursued  a ban  on  them,  stating  “[MBA  is 


legit]”  and  “[Why  docs  a horn  get  more  cov- 
erage than  our  sport?].”  The  British  Prime 
Minister  said  “[I  am  frustrated  no  one  knows 
who  I am]”  and  the  Netherlands  attempted 
to  actually  do  something  for  once.  When  ad- 
dressed about  the  issue  of  Vuvuzela  invasion 
to  spread  from  the  Hill  and  South  Africa  to 
the  rest  of  the  world.  President  Obama  went 
on  “The  View"  and  read  a teleprompter  for 
the  53"“  time  this  month. 

Everything  aside,  let  it  be  known 
on  this  day  that  the  Vuvuzela  is  indeed  an 
invention  by  the  Big  Red  for  the  greater 
community  of  the  world;  a decibel  is  a unit 
that  measures  sound;  the  United  States  is 
tired  of  losing  games  of  soccer;  the  World 
Cup  is  forever  transformed  by  the  Vuvuzela; 
LeBron  James,  Dwayne  Wade,  and  Chris 
Bosch  have  formed  the  NBA’s  second  tri- 
umvirate after  the  previous  “Boston  Three 
Party”,  as  stated  by  ESPN;  and  MBA  con- 
tinues to  influence  the  world  by  cmistantly 
being  innovative,  trendy,  way  ahead  of  their 
time,  and  mostly  just  being  dominant  when 
it  comes  to  everything. 


